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3. Lakshminath Bezbaroa's Major Achievement : Short Stories by Bhaben

Barua in 'Lakshminath Bezbaroa'. The Sahityarathi of Assam, GU. (1972).
Edited by Dr. Maheswar Neog.
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essence of an intuitive language.” (‘Speculations’ ed. by Herbert Read
and quoted by Charles Norman’ in ‘Ezra Pound’ p.47). foaesama 34
SHEFE OS] AGreg (969 A4 Ffdel ‘In a Station of the Metro’
19 23S WIEEa 2%98se W9 Atei— ‘Since the beginning of bad
writing, writers have used images as ornaments. The point of Imagisme
is that it does not use images as ornaments. The image is itself the
speech.’ f8H W% AMBeI G TEI4 o I AR Pasar sferece
Basa 2R CRAS RS Jifed o[ Tief ¢ T T9A CaPreE
7% =Rt @B e
GFA HArere foussa AE w53 RE @ZWd ¢ ‘An ‘Image’ is that

which presents an intellectual and emotional complex in an instant of
time.... @fra cafen e s sRefes T8 [ ofere afeeseH
Ao wEel zEE RoE areied «m-oae FZE o, cofenz IfRere
Fawrwa e za| SwgaTTRcl SARER IR P e (Carl
Sandburg) ‘Fog’ A2l ‘Faeql A Ffaers! #ft 5167 2

‘The fog comes

On little cat feet

It sits looking

Over harbour and city
On silent launches

And then moves on.’
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PTG ANG VG 2T P et sffes | coswEee sfiere
@A ILGET IR Redweiw S | simgice bassa e
I 7= 24 wfewer g, #f3w Pamar evwre @fe gy ffwe)
(OSTENT FROMS HeMwers [ e Ao« arpeesiia gl o
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‘It is this very fact of ‘cadence’ which has misled so many reviewers,
until some have been betrayed into saying that the Imagists discard

rhythm when rhythm is the most important quality in this technique.’
(From Preface to ‘SomE ImacisT POETS’, 1916, Amy Lowell). g3 CFaS
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T | e BowaamE 123 SR GOl ATEre ASim JIE fHerwam
TES A1 FUEEE 9l Poetry’ TEE SICAGAL G4 3558 5K G
sze e f@ffed @ sreleant] 1) 25— ‘that sort of poetry which
seems to be music just forcing itself into articulate speech.’” <
fSaeaanil 314 24 ‘that sort of poetry which seems as if sculpture or
painting were just forced or forcing itself into words.’ S&fie AS AT |
<frers e e Bawsan slers foafis 7231 SrEfe eer e
fafee |

e es B5Ere i NI i BaFwart SRR 778 oS e
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‘Forsaken lovers,
Burning to a chaste white moon,

Upon strange pyres of loneliness and drought.’
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o| wfeE fmae fdvaa cras Tl FdTel ARF #e |
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BIEEAEH
G sserieae ciark @ e a1 wfaet 25 afay 713, Fm-
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Sl Carel A TRCEE AT IREE AR T AR | WA FAS F A
N AT AZAS A Bl A FAA I | SHAES FEALL
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>fAeiP20d Sl <1 YfEe= |
‘Autumn’ FESIGIE
ﬁﬁi@;as__ foassaml T rwpmz R @
A touch of cold in the Autumn night—
I walked abroad,
C::(Cl :al:dﬂ;_:c;gdg{mn;:on lean over a hedge
1 did not stop but nodded,
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And round about were the wistful stars
With white faces like town children.
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The apparition of these faces in the crowd;
Petals on a wet, black bough.
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The apparition of these faces in a crowd;
Petals on a wet, black bough.

JACER — oA @ I3 727, fFgAE 2oz (‘apparition’) |
‘wet' MHIBIA SE2 9ICS M- fSHZ 0 @RI LII-IFH ATTS
itz | siea foe =61 BreTs (R THaiR SH Foa e8pIe AR (4T
JARES @ AR (e, 9901 GV HS1e) @ SHRESIE G
=M= |

“iTere 42 FfResi faaw &R i i Grere S stz FTwE
o€ AfIPR (@'F (BEAS MRl AR PR IR FAAlw @R S
SIfd Tl ACFICS TRITS 951 94 ©rEl MR ~Aa— a Jansiasesin
colour’ Wfie oIwca Az <=1 qgx Sl | foast @l TE (96 e @™

waqﬁ-cam@lw.afﬁ (RIE1 A AR (0 iR =< e — Az

‘Or:,:‘a:ma A< TawsT 3@ 4. D (Hilda Doolittle) fR=me =fae

qF1 e qe



Whirl up, sea—

Whirl your pointed pines,
Splash your great pines
On our rocks,

Hurl your green over us,

Cover us with your pools of fir.
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Often the exotic techniques are inappropriate to the objectives,
experiences and skills of the local populace and cannot be properly
absorbed without destroying local traditional expectise. The loss of

livelihoods and local wisdom with proven viability is a serious contributor
to the process of disertification. — F. K. Hare, etal.— The making of

Deserts. 1977
GF
i gz[l +faae 7z el | 29/ I 5.0 [y s fiom|
RIZEE w9 9IS #1fsl Si0g OBl T WREA— #JId SIS TZAIRE SATE
[l FAfReca HaAGs Soga Afw o auE wiNe fFh[ wd | SEEAwE
T BICZE | (@1 < S Heds weiee SHINE 18 Iere Aiffem 3 wiezE
G | (T2 A0S e RRER 3T T G Fe qria [eE
A | A T THRAER TETF FCA YEAR TIEE %A 404 | GG T4
(Tgfiaed) afEnz wzs we AFmEee S giEz 3R oo |
CATEIE] ISR BAMCE (ICRET (2 B0 92l | AR TSR SIS |
EAE AMA AR | G 9T qfem-geiee ARfZfere @aEt wEgred
A" @RE] U @ e Fefafea wzer THfee @mal, 19ne g
a4 Hg2] TuEfvERE 9Eel ¢
All who support the nomad are dead
The conscience of the nomad
All are dead

We are not Tuareg we are vagabonds
Where are the ones who tried to live
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10 wrestle with life?

Before, I had the strength of five men
I had a beautiful horse

- I had a camel who gave ten liters of milk
OW even the trees become dry and fall
When 1 had thirty cows it was enough to
nourish my family 5
now 100 is not sufficient

Our life is diminished now
who will make it grow?
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He hunts for his own stomach, bringing
nothing for his
family, his comrades

He cares not what fraction his wife is from
He does not love his parents, he leaves them

He does not love himself.
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Edition) &g® {77z @7=%c@ — ‘In 1957, Avram Noam Chomsky, Professor
of Linguistics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (1928),
published ‘Syntactic Structures’, which proved to be a turning point in
20th century linguistics. In this and subsequent publications, he developed
the conception of a generative grammar, which departed radically from

the structuralism and behaviourism of the previous decades.”
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A% sfras afdfss sraa Rorad 3@ #ifR — ‘Since the 1950s,

particularly developing from the work of the American linguist Noam
Chomsky, there have been attempts to produce a particular type of
grammar which would have a very explicit system of rules specifying what
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combinations of basic elements would results in well-formed sentences.....
This explicity system of rules, it was proposed, would have much in
common with the types of rules found in mathematics..... This mathematical
point of view helps to explain the meaning of the term generative, which
is used to describe this type of grammar. If you have an algebraic
expression like 3x+2y, and you can give X and Y the value of any whole
number, then that simple algebraic expression can generate an endless
set of values, by following the simple rules of arithmatic when x=5 and
y =10, the result is 35. When x=2 and y=1, the result is 8. These results
will follow directly from applying the explicit rules. The endless set of
such result is ‘generated’ by the operation of the explicitly formalized rules.
If the sentences of a language can be seen as a comparable set, then
there must be a set of explicit rules which yield those sentences. Such
a set of explicit rules is a generative grammar.’?
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grammar’, Relation a grammar, ‘X-bar ( X ) theroy’, ‘Montague grammar’,
‘Generalized phrase structure grammar’, ‘Functional grammar’, ‘Realistic
grammar’, ‘Network grammar’ Sifrd SBr (Zz |
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STl &% ‘STRUCTURE OF ASSAMESE’, S8b 9 (XAFZIC] & ’j’éﬂ? ‘Syntax’
T QYRG! TEHE F0E | OIS (98 W_EAreg (Fcz @— ‘This is an
attempt at a presentation of the basic structural pattern of the Assamese
utterances; and hence, an approach and not a detailed analysis of the
syntax of the language.™
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A Peep into
Shakespeare’s Personality

Upay Durta

Shakespeare is the most familiar name in the world of literature. For the
last few cencuries his works have been providing us aesthetic enjoyment
both in our study and on the stage. Critics have written so many books on
him that it is almost impossible to be in touch with all of them. His has been
the neverending quarry into which they have been digging so long—- some
for pure delight of literary enjoyment, the others for new interpretation of
his plays. But in spite of all these activities of readers as well as critics, little
is known definitely about Shakespeare’s personality. Different scholars,
have tried to give us a true image of Shakespeare out of the scanty details
available here and there; but these images very often vary from one another
as a ‘hyperion’ from a ‘satyr’; It is due to their pre conceived ideas about
the great poet and their attempts to mould the materials in hand into a form
of their own vision. Some people have given undue importance on some
unusua incidents of his life which are not derived from any authentic
sources, and have tried to paint a sensational picture of the poet. There are
others who, in order to make the mysterions life of Shakespeare more
mysteriolls, approach his life from an unrealistic point of view and try to
make us believe that he was not a man but a miracle. Then there is the
ridiculous view that rhere was not at all a man called Shakespeare and it was
Marlowe who wrote all these plays under the fictitious name. However, some
of these opinions must be ruled out merely as the result of pedantic exercise,
and, in order to have a true picture of Shakespeare, the man, we must
proceed in a realistic manner without any pias whatsoever and must use all
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the available materials including his works.

The difficulty in the way, is, no doubt, a genuine one. Shakespeare has
not written directly anything about himself. Drama is generally the most
impersonal form of literature and it was more so in the Elizabethan England.
In a modem drama like one of Shaw, we can very well see what kind of a
man the dramatist is. But it is not so with Shakespeare. Of course a minute
analysis of references to some contemporary events and a close study of
the characters in his plays and some people Shakespeare came into contact
with, may help us know a little about him. But that is not enough. The
references to him by contemporary writers are also diverse in nature and it

is not very easy to and out the true man beneath the compliments and the
curses heaped upon him.

The general outline of his life is almost well-established. He was born
at Stratford-on-Avon and was baptized on April 26, 1564. He left Stratford-
on-Avon for London in about 1586 or 1587 and lived there probably up to
1610 when he returned to his native place to spend the rest of his life
peacefully. Nothing is dsfinitely known about his early education at Statford-
on-Avon. Johnson’s reference to Shakespeare as having had little Latin and
less Greek is the popular view of Shakespeare’s education. But it does not
say anything definite about it. That he was not a classical scholar like Ben
Jonson is quite certain. But it is equally certain that he, being seven-year-
old when his father was holding an important position in the municipal
corporation of the town, was sent to the Grammar School. Of course there
is no external evidence to prove the certainty of his attending school. But
in all probability he did so. He acquired much knowledge about men and
manners and had some acquaintance with Latin. Without this Shakespeare
could not have delineated a character like Holofernes in Loves Labours
Lost. Holofernes’s use of some Latin words in his conversation is reminiscent
cf the teaching in school of the time.

Shakespeare did not have a scholarly bent of mind and he was more
Inclined towards nature than towards books. His plays reveal a very intimate
knowledge of natural history and we can very well imagine that Shakespeare
acquired the largest part of this knowledge when he was at Stratford-on-
Avon. This knowledge of the country life was there deep in his mind and
when he began writing his plays later on, it was a great source of inspiration.
We generally neglect this part of his life, because is no extant evidence to
show the relation between this part of his life and that in which he emerged

* as a new man. But from our common sense and from the examples of other

poets, we can say that his poetic vision was moulded even in this period
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of his life.

However, Shakespeare had to leave school owing mainly to his father’s
critical pecuniary condition and thus jumped into the struggle of life at an
early age. He tried to help his father in his work, but what sort of work he
exactly did is again a matter of controversy. Possibly he had something to
do about the wool business. because his father was a wool merchant at that
time. Aubrey informs us that Shakespeare was ‘bound apprentice to a
butcher” and ‘when he killed a calf he would do it in a high style and make
a speech’. Though it is rather a crude remark about the future poet, yet it
shows that whatever he was compelled to do by the harsh realities of life,
he showed some sign of a talented nature even in his adolescent period. Of
course that does not mean that he was a man of unusual nature; on the other
hand, as we will see later on, he was a very practical type of man in his
approach towards life.’

At the age of eighteen, Shakespeare had to marry Anne Hathaway who
was nearly eight years his senior and some six months later their first child
was born. Though there in so external evidence to show the impact of this
event upon the poet’s mind, it is very likely that this haSty marriage was
a great event in his life. We can easily imagine the state of the mind of a
sensitive young man who, having been entangled with a woman, had to
marry her at a time when he had barely crossed his adolescence and when
the condition of the family was very precarious. Perhaps it was an event
which made his eyes open and brought into him a sense of responsibility
which made him seek for fortune elsewhere. Some of his biographers want
to say that the real cause of Shakespear’s departure from Stratford-on-Avon
was some trouble he had had with Sir Thomas Lucy over the latter’s
accusation of deer-stealing. It is rather a vague accusation and there is
nothing to prove it as an established fact. However, he was in London in
about 1586 or 1587.

How was this young man, who was to become a famous figure both on
the London stage and in the England literary field a few years later, recieved
in London? How was he employed? The answer to these questions is again
shrouded in mystery. Whether he was a horse-keeper in a theatre whose
duty was to take care of the horses of the noblemen who came to witness
the theatrical performances or was a prompter’s helper, one thing is certain
that he had something to do with the theatre and he had an interest in it.
It might be possible that he had a previous contact with some London
theatre company which had earlier visited Stratford-on-Avon and thus had

a fairly good job in it on his arrival in London. This contact with the theatre,
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of whatever nature it might be was the beginning of a new life for Shakespeare.
Because here at last he found something which was congenial to the
revelation of his genius. Perhaps this latent power was burning in him for
an outlet and now it gradually came out to shine more and more brightly.
For some time he took to acting also. But it was only a means for entering
the Elizabethan stage about which his knowledge was abundant. It was not
the field in which Shakespeare excelled. Yet, he used to play some roles on
the stage even when he established himself as a great dramatist. We know
that he played the role of the ‘ghost’ in his own play ‘Hamlet’ and took some
part in Johnson’s Every Man in His Humour.

That Shakespeare was a man of social nature having in him qualities for
befriending other people particularly of the aristocratic class of the society
is known from the fact that within a few years of his arrival in London, he
was able to gain favour from the noblemen and became a popular figure in
that circle. Greene's disparaging remark about Shakespeare as ‘an upstart
crow beautified with .our feathers’, shows that by 1592 Shakespeare occupied
in London theatrical world a position which became the object of envy for
his fellow-dramatists. It is interesting to note that after a few months of the
incident, the printer of Greene’s pamphletin an apology stated that he was
sorry for publishing Greene’s attack on Shakespeare whose demeanour, as
he came to know now, ‘was no less civil than excellent in the quality he
professes.” ‘Besides’, he added, ‘Diverse opinions have supported his
uprightness of dealing, which argues his honesty, and his facetious grace
in writing that approves his art.” This is a very valuable document, because
here we find a first-hand account of the dramatist by a contemporary writer.
The qualities attributed to Shakespear give us a fairly clear picture of the
dramatist who, by now, had established himself as an important figure in
London, worthy of attention of the nobility. Shakespeare at this period of
his life made friendship with many noble young men, chief among them
being Lord of Southampton who is now generally supposed to be the man
of his sonnets. If we have a look at the comedies written in this period, we
find some gay young men of the upper class of the society in them. We can
presume that Shakespeare acquaintance with the young men of the time
helped him create these characters.

Shakespeare must certainly have been a very sensitive man and he could
use the ordinary expericpces of life as the materials of his plays. He borrowed
the bare outlines of his stories from different sources and put life into them.
He was certainly a very keen observer of human nature. Every man or
woman he came in contact with, left some impression upon him. The changes
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in subject-matter of his plays were the results of his different experiences
of life. Although we cannot account for all these changes by pointing out
the exact incidents of his life, we can suppose what kind of experiences he
had at a particular period of his life from the hints available in different
sources. His sonnets are very helpful in this respect. Though nobody C:ln
claim to have exposed fully the mystery of the sonnets. it is certain that a
moral and spiritual crisis in Shakespeare’s He has found expression in them.
This crisis preceded the great tragedies of Shiikt'.speare. It is easily
conceivabe what teamendous mental energy was necessary to visualise the
world of King Lear or of Hamlet, and this energy could not be possessed
by an easy-going professional dramatist writing just for the stage. Whatever
the reason might be, Shakespeare’s whole world view changed. He no longer
could travel with the Orlandos and Rosalinds in the forcst of Arden singing
a beautiful song ‘which is the food of love’. Instead, he was confronted with
the great problems of human life which make us aware of man’s littleness
as well as greatness on this earth- the problems which are faced by human
being living not only in this world but beyond it.

What were these experiences? We cannot say anything definitely. When
we read all his sonnets carefully, we find that there is a sequence of events
which connect the apparently separate sonnets. All the sonnets can be
divided into two parts. The sonnets of the first part are addressed to a
young man called *Will* who was a ‘tender churl’, the *world’s first ornament’.
Shakespeare loved this young man very much and entreated him to get
married. But suddenly there was some unexpected turn of events. After a
separation from his friend when Shakespeare returned to him again he found
that will’s affections were taken away from him by a woman whom he himself
loved. After the initial shock Shakespeare tried to forgive his friend’s fault;
because, afier all, it was natural for a young mam. But he did not succeed
in his attempt. A tone of sadness could be heard in his sonnets and he
became weary of this “vile world’. Another reason of his sadness was that
his young friend who was also his patron was influenced by another poet
and thus was alienated from him. However, in the long run their former
relation was restored and the poet again was happy.

The second series of the sonnets is addressed to the woman. She was
a dark complexioned lady and Shakespeare knew that she was untruthful
and false to her oaths. Yet, Shakespeare could not help loving her. He fully
knew that it was madness on his part to love a lady who now loved his
friend, vet he entreats her to accept him, because he is also *Will". He
struggles hard to free himself from the trap nf his own making only in vain.
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There is no doubt that Shakespeare has revealed through the sonnets
one of the major incidems of his life which considerably shook his inner
being. Critics have tried to identify the persons mentioned in the sonnets
in order to know the exact incident of his life. Though opinions differ in this
respect, it is now almost certain that the young man was none else than the
poet’s patron, the Earl of Southampton. He was very handsome and had a
passionate love for arts and literature.

As regards the dark lady of the sonnets, nothing definitely is known
though attempts have been made to identify her with some of the women
of the time. Whoever these persons were, there is no doubt that Shakespeare
has given expression in the sonnets an emotional crisis of his life.

Nevertheless, we do not find any lasting influence of this episode on his
outward life. He was doing his duties as before. Ever since he established
himself as a dramatist, he was on his way to prosperity. He removed the
difficulties faced by his family, bought new houses and arranged the marriage
of his daughter in proper time. It is surprising that while most of the
dramatists of his time lived a life of debauchery and dissoluteness, his was
a calm and tranquil life free from turmoils. He was a practical type of man
and gradually prospered in life. After his successful dramatic career in
London he returned to his native place and died there peacefully surrounded

by his dear and near ones. His will also shows the practical sense of the
man.

Many people are doubtful whether it is possible for a man, whose life
was so uneventful, to create a Hamlet or an athella. But we must not forget
that behind this apparent ease and smoothness of his life was hidden the
firethe fire of genius. It is a wrong idea that a man of genius cannot live a
practical life. Though he himself considered lovers, lunatics and the poets
belonging to the same class, he knew that life is one thing and art another.
They are very closely related, yet they are not the same thing. Moreover,
his understanding of life was too deep to make him deviated from the proper
path of life. He looked into the shows of things and was full of awe and
wonder at seeing the truths of life. But he realised that he must use these
experiences in his creations and must not be led to a life of dissoluteness
by them. This practical or common sense was very strong in him. Ben
Jonson and others bear testimony as to his gentle, free and open nature.
These qualities were certainly very remarkable in him. It is easily conceivable

of a man of this nature to have lived a life the details of which have been
mentioned above. ®

FFq @ 08Y



Oral Tradition : A Study
from the Indian Paradigm

DR. NaBin CH. SARMA

The tradition which is transmitted orally is known as oral tradition.
All the creations back to written tradition were oral, i.e. all these were
transmitted orally. In the Indian context it is evident that the written
tradition was started in the 3rd century, B C. during the reign of emperor
Ashoka the Great, through his inscriptions and edicts meant for the
propagation of Buddhism. Prior to these inscriptions and edicts all the
Indian creations were transmitted orally and as such these may be termed
as oral traditions. Even the hymns of the Vedas, texts of the Upanisads,
of the Brahmanas of the Ramayana-Mahabharata of the Gita, as well as
the texts of Astadhyayi of Panini, the texts of the Natya-Sastra of
Bharatamuni were handed down orally generatien after generations.

According to the western scholars, orality is the only criterion of
folklore of verbal art and hence all the oral creations of the Indian sages,
saints and seers would be folklore. The texts of the Bible were also
handed down orally. Similarly. the texts of the Koran were originally
transmitted oraliy. Can we call these oral creations folklore or a parts of
folklore? There are twentyone definitions of folklore in the book entitled
Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology and Legend in which thirteen definitions
have given emphasis on orality.

Prior to the written tradition or, we may say, oral society, the channels
of information were oral. As such, all the oral creations cannot be termed
as folklore. Furthermore, these oral creations, i.e. hymns of the Vedas and
the Upanisad, the Brahmanas, texts of the Ramayana, of the Mahabharata,
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of the Gita, of the Bible, of the Koran are attributed to various sages,
seers, poets and prophets, as such these cannot be termed as folklore
or verbal art, since the materials of folklore, particularly verbal arts, are
not attributed to particular sophisticated poets or writers, they are
supposed to be anonymous. As such, all oral creations cannot be termed
as folklore from the Indian paradigm.

The word i.e., Sabda is regarded as the Brahman, eg. Sabda Brahman.
The Indian tradition says that “word is world”. The 7aittiriva Brahmana
mentions that the word is “imperishable, word is the firstborn of
Truth”(11.8.8.5). The word is infinite, immense, beyond all. The Taittinya
Brahmana further says that all the gods, the celestial spirits, men and
animals, live in the word. In the Sabda, i.e. word, all the worlds find their
support (1I,VII,VIIL.4.). The Chandogya-upanisad mentions that the Sabda
makes known the Vedas, the upanishads, the Brahmanas, the rituals and
the knowledge of all kinds. Similarly, Sabda makes known heaven and
earth, wind, space, the waters, fire, the gods, men, women, animals, birds,
grass, and creepers as well as tress, all animals including worms, insects,
as well as arts. Furthermore, Sabda makes known what is right or wrong,
truth and untruth, good and evil, what is pleasing and what is unpleasing.
So it is clear that Sabda makes all these known (VIIL.I,1-2).

The Veda is neither the word of God nor is inspired or authored by
God. This genre of creations is the primordial Sabda. The Veda is
regarded as apauruseya, ie, it is not the creation of any human being.
The Sabda may rightly be considered as the consort of Prajapati, the
creator of the world. The Veda is the sruti, ie, the source of human
knowledge. She is the primordial mystery combining in herself the three
worlds of time past, present and future (Saraswati: 1997:2).

The Vedas are associated with ritual which may be regarded as virtual
reality. ‘Sacrifice is one of the important rituals. From the viewpoint, a
sacrifice can be explained in the following way :

'The alter is the furthest limit of the earth, the sacrifice is the world’s
centre, prayer is the highest heaven where abides the World" (ibid).

A sacrifice or ritual consists of fourfold code which ‘points beyond
what cannot be expressed in human language. It is in and through ritual
that man deciphers the meaning of his existence and creates a world
where the spirit, man and matter meet, that is. the divine, the human, and
the material. Forms of ritual vary, but the basic code remains the same
in all cultures’ (ibid). These codes are Mantra, Mudra, Dhvani and
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Wavahariki.

The subtle meaning of sacrifice is creation: hence it is called Srsti
Yanja (creation sacrifice). The Srsti Yanja embodies (a) solitude of self-
awareness; the performer taking cognizance of himself. (b) Sacrifice or
making a person; performance of life crisis rituals; and (c) integration or
unity of all, man, animal, nature, the earth, and the sky’ (ibid; 4).

Although anthropologists hold the view ‘that man is the creator of
knowledge, he is the measure, of all, he has invested culture,’ this view
cannot be accepted without proper scrutiny, because knowledge precedes
man,” just as mother’s breast is filled with milk before the child is born.
Primeval knowledge is self-existent. Only one-fourth of it is revealed. As
commonly understood, human knowledge has multiplied in time and
space. The Sanskritic cultures claim that their deposit of knowledge
consists of 18 classes of the basic scriptural texts which are the perennial
source of practically all the learned traditions. Of these the Veda is the
root of knowledge, it revealed itself to the ancient seers who possessed
infinite wisdom and truth' (ibid, 4-5).

Culture is considered as deposit of knowledge accumulated in time.
The deposit of each culture contains two dimensions, eg, (a) the manifest
and (b) the unmanifest, The manifest aspect of culture contains the
‘Knowledge of things divinely revealed the humanly discovered,
interpreted. The unmanifest aspect contains the beliefs and hopes of
what is yet to be revealed or discovered. As such any classification of
culture is based on content and form. But a relatively more enduring and
valid classification of any culture can be shown depending on the process
or modes of transmission of tradition. A tradition or a culture may be
transmitted through three principal modes, eg, (a) Oral, (b) textual and (c)
transcendental. Basing on these three modes of transmission, all cultures
may be grouped into three basic types, eg, Oral culture, textual culture
and transcendental culture. Again these three groups of culture may be
termed using the Sanskrit terminology in this way; (a) Laukika,(b) Sastriya
and (c) naivrittika.

(a) Oral culture: This culture is transmitted orally basing on the
collective memory of their elders. Their entire ways of life are oral, yet
they function efficiently and beautifully.

(b) Textual culture: The culture based on written tradition is called
textual culture. The Brahmanic culture is based on the reliance in and the
authority of the sdstra, which is ‘the codified knowledge revealed and

A @ 98



subsequently interpreted and enlarged.” At the initial stage the scriptural
texts were transmitted orally but gradually the mode and the method of
the transmission changed in a fundamental way. The aim of this change
was ‘to ensure that revealed sabdas, i.e. words maintain their proper
orthodoxies. The Vedic hymns are recited in eight different ways of
ordering the words, called astavikrti. The Sastra was illumined by a
highly developed grammatical tradition. All these, which made it different
from the normal transmission of tradition followed in oral culture’ (ibid;
6). As such the Brahmanic culture cannot be called oral culture rather it
is a textual culture, since its ‘Primal source of knowledge both theoretical
and applied; is the Sastra, the Omnibus scriptural text’ (ibid; 6-7).

Of course, there are differences between the sastra and the text. The
meaning of sastra may be given in the following way from the cultural
point of view; ‘that which governs thought and behaviour.” Hence it

would not be illogical if we say that there is a connection between the
text and the sdstra.

(c) Transcendental culture: The transcen-dental culture is based on
the cultivation of excellence in transcendence, i.e.; in the practice of

nivrita karma. This culture is not associated with Preyas but is associated
with Sreyas.

The Brahman, i.e., Absolute Reality is eternal, the Brahman is regarded
as unidentified Sabdatattva, i.e., word principle. This absolute principle
has far-reaching impact on the entire grammatical and linguistic tradition
of India. ‘Bhartrihari, the great grammarian, mentions three aspects of the
word, the three stages through which it passes whenever one speaks,
that is, when the word, which is at first quite internal is externalised for
the purpose of communication’ (ibid;8). These are Vaikhari (external

form of a word), Madhyama (this stage is associated chiefly with the
mind) and Pasyanti (what is seen).

The mystery of Vac, that is the sacred word, is unravelled by the
spoken word. As such it is sure that orality alone is the source of the
vast as well as deep transtemporal power. Anthropologically, the movement
from ‘oral’ to ‘textual’ to transcendental seems to be simple and self-
evident, but in actual practice this cannot be so. The oral culture moves
from one generation to another or from the past to the present through
spoken word because of memory. On the other hand, textual culture does
not move,’ because the text of the manifest know ledge is codified and
bounded.” Of course, new texts may be created or new ideas may be born
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and there differentiation may also be made, *but in each case knowledge
is essentially dialectical or codified.’

The transcendental culture ‘moves and it moves not, because there
is a logical continuity between Vaikhari and madhyvama. But once it
leads to Pasyanti, the ‘seeing’ of reality, the wholly transcendent, there
1s no movement’ (ibid; 9-10).

The difference between oral and textual culture lies in the modes of
transmission of knowledge. These differences are basically physiological
rather than morphological. Orality and textuality are interrelated. ‘The
text of the Vedic hymns revealed itself. ‘This revelation was not the voice
of a human revealer’. The Vedas are known as sruti, i.e., which is *heard’
rather than the ‘seen’. What the sages ‘heard’ was transmitted orally
from generation to generation. On the other hand, oral epic is not sruti
because it is a pre-text. As such, oral-epic does not belong to the realm
of the Vedic tradition of sruti. The oral-epic may be termed as a *human
document of event. and characters which were seen’ (rather than revealed).
What was ‘seen’ by a human ancestor is still remembered (smrti) and
orally transmitted without interruption.” (ibid; 17).

Orality cannot be the only criterion of folklore, since before the
invention of writing medium and letter, all kinds of knowledge and
experience were transmitted orally. The knowledge and experience of a
seer and that of a cultivator were also transmitted orally, but the revelation
of a seer cannot be called folklore, since a seer is never a folk. But a
cultivator may be a folk and his knowledge may be lore.

The definitions of ‘folk’ and *‘lore’, suggested by Alan Dundes, cannot
be accepted without scrutiny in the Indian context. His definition goes
thus; ‘The term ‘folk’ can refer to any group of people whatsoever who
share at least one common factor’ (The Study of Folklore, 1965;2).

In the Indian context, all the groups cannot be termed as folk. A
University professor, or an IAS officer or a big businessman is not a folk.
An 1AS officer will never sing a work-song at the paddy field or even
he cannot compose an Nangeli-git sung by cowherds at the open paddy
field. Even a university girl student never sings an oral marriage song
at the context of marriage ceremony held at a village.

An urban dite, irrespective of male or female, never tells a tale sitting
at the fireplace situated at the corner of the courtyard.

Words like Prtikrta janah, sistajanah, Adivasi, Krsakah, siksitah,
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asiksitah and so on, are continuing in India from the fairly past. Even
the very common words like gramavashin and nagaravashin are also in
vogue in India. In the Vedic age some people were engaged in the culture
of spiritual,ism, some were engaged in cultivation, some were engaged
in warfare and some were engaged in commerce. This tradition of
classification of works gave rise to various cultures, such as Sista
Sanskrti and Krsaka Sanskrti or gramya Sanskrti and so on. As such,
the definition of folklore, as forwarded by Alan Dundes, is not applicable
in the Indian context. In this respect, Alan Dundes has not given emphasis
in the context of the economic aspect of a social group. The agro-based
economy plays an important role in defining the term of folklore, but
Dundes does not give proper emphasis in this regard.

Secondly, the definition of ‘lore’ given by Dundes is also untenable,
since, ‘If folk can mean any group and if by ‘lore’ we can mean a
comprehensive list of particular human aesthetic and symbolic activities,

then we haven’t really defined anything’ (Peter J Claks etal; Folklorists
and Indian Folklore, p.32).

Furthermore, other problems are also associated with the term folk.
One of these is that ‘if we were to provide a list of groups similar to
Dundes’ list of lore, how are we to decide what groups are to be included
and what groups excluded’. Surely, we would want to distinguish between
some who are and some who are not ‘folks’. Certainly people use the
term ‘folk’ to demarcate a social class (ibid). The ‘folk’ of one culture
cannot be called ‘folk’ in other culturc. Accordirg to social
anthropologists, each society defines its classes differently. If we include
the educated urban elite in the domain of folklore, does that mean ‘folk’

and ‘lore’ are products of that educated urban elite? The answer will
surely be negative.

The term folklore was coined by William John Thorns in AD 1846
without being conscious of the folk interpretation of the term. Rightly
does observe Dundes; ‘To use the term folklore without an awareness
of the folk interpretation’ of the term is unwise (Dundes; Analytic Essays
in Folklore, 1978, p.49).

Besides, Indian folklore itself identifies different folk groups and
‘assigns them stereotypical characteristics. In some Indian languages
there are whole genres dedicated largely to caste or regional stereotypes.
As for example, in the district of Darrang (Assam), the term Purana krti,
ie. old krti, is used to suggest the sense of folklore as well as all the
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genres included in the realm of folklore.

From the aforesaid discussion, it is clear that the definitions of both
the folk and the lore, suggested by Alan Dundes, are not free from error.
As such we may accept the definitions of both folk and lore suggested
by Dan Ben-Amas as ‘artistic Communication in small groups.’ ®
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Banikanta Kakati : The
Sociologist of Religion

SIVANATH BARMAN

History lays her powerful hands even upon the genius. Inscrutable he
may be in many of his ways, but like other men, he, too, is a product of
his own age, an outstanding product — its ‘quintessence’ so to speak —
but a product nevertheless. He may pry beyond the rim of the world that
binds him, and be overwhelmed by the vast realm of the unknown that
looms so large; but History — that inexorable goddess — muffles his voice.
As Eliot said in his Little Gidding, ‘he has no speech, when living’, for
communicating his experiences to his fellowmen; he is understood only
after his death. To cite an example from science: Galileo got glimpses of
a number of ideas that constitute what is now termed as the ‘Newtonian’
physics. But anchored in historical time and space, he could find no proper
speech by which to express them. It was only his successors who removed
the haze that adumbrated his ideas and brought them to light.

Kakati, likewise, sensed intuitively certain key ideas about the
sociological studies of religion in Assam; but born in an environment
where feudalism held its full sway over the minds of the people, he could
not spell them out distinctly. He was thus a precursor — the Gaileo — in
the field of sociology in Assam. Be it recalled that it was Kakati who, for
the first time, tried to analyse the magico-religious beliefs and practices of
Assam ‘in the light of the comparative method of modern sociological
studies’— to use his own words. Before him, there had been only disjointed
speculations about these beliefs and practices. Kakati was the first to feel
the need of a method to explain them.
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Sociology, though often regarded in our country as an exclusive
branch of the humanities, can very well claim a place in the sciences also.
True, it lacks scope for the experimental verification of its various
hypotheses; but it is science in the sense that it attempts to arrive at a
strictly causal explanation of the diverse courses of society without
having any recourse to other-wordly considerations. Obviously, it is a
peculiar branch of science, dealing with a vast network of happenings in
which the investigator himself is directly entangled. Unlike the natural
sciences, its subject matter is neither some lifeless objects, nor some mute
species, but men — real, living men. The sociologist, so to say, is a part
of his own study — a fact that brings with it every danger of his being an
easy prey to subjectivism. What is true for sociology in general is also true
for sociology of religion in particular. Max Weber once remarked that
whatever his personal attitude towards religion might be, the sociologist,
while studying religious phenomena, should always remain ‘religiously un
musical’, if he wants to raise his study to the objective stature of science.
But religiosity being one of the most intimate of human feelings, this poses
a very difficult task for him. This is more particularly so in Assam, where
the feudal mode of thinking i.e., giving every idea a religious garb — still
governs the minds not only of common men, but even of the intelligentsia.

It is a real wonder that decades ago, Kakati, a devoutly religious man,
could, to a great extent, ‘remain religiously unmusical’ in his, study of
religion. In analysing the magico-religious beliefs and customs that are
often Bacchic Aphrodisiac in nature, he showed neither Tantric exaltation
nor Vaishnavite detestation — a characteristic so conspicuously absent in
the writings of even the latter-day students in this field. Engels wrote long
ago that ‘all understanding of primitive conditions remain impossible so
long as we regard them through brothel spectacles.” Kakati viewed the
aboriginal beliefs and practices not through ‘brother spectacles’, but as
social phenomena to be investigated with the eyes of a scientist.

Sociologically speaking, however, this objective attitude towards
religious questions mirrored the growth of incipient bourgeoisie in Assam.
The advent of the mercenary-minded British and the accompanying winds
of change, which, in the late nineteenth century, became tremendous
enough to rock the very foundation of the traditional Indian society, had
its impact, however weak, in the geographically secluded state of Assam
also. It created, as in other parts of the country, a small milieu of English
educated urban middle class who learnt to look at the traditional prejudices
with a certain amount ot detachment and could, if necessary, reject them.
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Kakati, though not the first, was definitely one of the foremost members
of that milieu.

So much for the quality of Kakati as a sociologist. Now, his
achievements.

The major achievement of Kakati as a sociologist, is I think, two-fold:—
a) his finding that the culture of Assam as a whole consists more of
Arayanized elements than Aryan proper; b) his scientific attempts to
discover reality from the myths.

Aryan or Aryanized

‘The progressive Sanskritization of the various pre-Aryan or non-
Aryan peoples, their culture, their outlook and their ways of life’, writes
S. K. Chatterjee, ‘forms the keynote of India through the ages.” To any
impartial observer, it is obvious that there are distinctly two trends — Aryan
and extra-Aryan — that constitute Indian culture. But most scholars of
Indology (with a few exceptions like Chatterjee), while studying the culture
and civilization of India, like to put on blinkers so that they can see only
what is Aryan. Prejudiced by class outlook (or rather caste outlook), they
often tend to create, in the manner of the fascists, the myth of a monolithic
Aryan culture where anything extra-Aryan is either ignored or mysteriously
explained away; tribal beliefs and customs are often scoffed at without any

realisation that it is these ‘dirty swamps’ on which the magnanimity of
Indian culture is ultimately based.

It is amazing to find Kakati swim against this traditional current. It is
not that he could free himself entirely from the Aryan bias; but a true
researcher and a strong believer in cultural synthesis that he was, his bias
did not prevent him from seeing what is real from what is only apparent.
That is why, in his studies in the culture and civililation of ancient Assam,
he did not try to round off the inner contradictions, following the trail of
his traditional masters; rather he concentrated on the degree of Aryanization
of the non-Aryan religious beliefs and customs in the region. In this
connection, the sub-title of his Mother Goddess Kamakhya is worthy of

note, which is — ‘Studies in the fusion of Aryan and primitive beliefs in
Assam.’

Kakati’s erudition as a linguist helped him to explore the essentially
non-Aryan character of Assamese culture. His etymological derivations
are very interesting. Take, for example, the word asam. While the *Aryan’
view is that it is derived from the Sanskrit na sama, meaning ‘unparalleled’,
Kakati derived the word from ‘Tai cham, to be defeated, with the Aryan
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Assamese privative prefix a — the whole formation asam, meaning
‘undefeated’, ‘victorious’, thus being a hybrid equivalent to the word thai
(Tai), meaning ‘free’. Similarly, the word pragjyotispura: this word is
generally believed to be a combination of three Sanskrit morphemes —
prak, jyotis and pura, meaning the ‘city of Eastern Astrology’. But
Kakati’s formation of the word is: ‘The topographical features of
Pragjyotisa as described in the Puranas would correspond to a formation
like : pagar-juh (jo)-tic (¢’=ch), = (a region of) extensive high hills. “Thus
piagjyotisa may be a Sanskritization of a non-Aryan formation.” ‘The same
may be said about words like Kamarupa and Kamakhya. Backed by the
Puranic myth that Kama, the Indian Cupid, who had been destroyed by
the fire emitted from Siva’s wrathful eyes, regained his form (rupa) in this
region, the ‘Aryan’ pundits believe the word Kamarupa to be a
combination of two Sanskrit morphemes — Kama and rupa. But in his
Purani Kamrupar Dharmar Dhara (Trends of Religion in Ancient
Kamarupa’, a book written in Assamese), Kakati inferred that this word
might actually be a derivative of the word ‘Kamaru’, a tribal god either of
the Bodos or the Khasis. About the word Kamakhya, the Kalika Purana
says that the goddess was so named, beeawe she came to Mahagiri to
gratify her sensual desire (kama) with the god Siva. But Kakati presumed
that the name of this so-called Aryan goddess might be a Sanskritized form
of that of a tribal goddess — Kama. Incidently, Visnuprasad Rabha, a doyen
of Assam culture derived the word from this Bodo morphemes — Kham mai
Kha — meanings ‘the goddes who sacriated the world.’

Eventually, Kakati was the first man to explode the long prevalent
myth of Aryan predominance in Assam by quoting from ancient Hindu
scriptures some irrefutable evidence that Assam, being somewhat of an
inaccessible, hilly region, had remained, up to the Moghul times, outside
the fold of Aryan civilization. He even devoted the first two chapters of
his book Purani Kamrupar Dharmar Dhara to the illustration of the fact
that ‘starting from Ramarajya up to the age of the Moghuls, Assam was
never included in anyone of the Aryan empires.’

By creating certain myths that brought the tribal gods in kinship with
certain gods of the Hindu pantheon, the Brahmin immigrants to the tribal
lands helped the process of fusion of the non-Aryan elements in a general
Hindu society. But as the tribal people did not entirely give up their long-
accustomed modes of life, the orgiastic rites and other customs,
characteristic of fertility cults, remained as they were, with the only
difference that they were now given a Hindu colouring. This is what the
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orthodox Hindu writers like Radhakrishan tend to describe as ‘“the

degradation of the Aryan religions due to the contact of the non-Aryan
races.” (/ndian Philosophy)

But a reflection on the dialectical relationship between the material
activity of man and his spiritual activity like religion, philosophy etc.,
shows that it was the primitiveness of the material mode of production and
its relative stagnation that caused the non-Aryan tribes to detribalize
themselves only partially. Moreover, as new batches of hill tribes came
from time to time to settle down in the fertile plains, where the Brahmin
immigrants too settled, the process of Hindusization was never complete.
It was owing to this incomplete process of Hinduization (or detribalization,
whatever one chooses to call it) that the pre Vaishnavite religions of
Assam, as in many other parts of India, became sanctuaries of innumerable
rites and practices that are so nauseating to the ‘civilised Aryan.’

Kakati could guess all this, but vestiges of the traditional mode of
thinking never left him. He never seemed to realise that religious beliefs
and practices are never formed de novo; that, to whatever height they may
appear to soar above the earthly life of mud and filth, they never have any
independent realm of existence; that they are only celestialized forms of
material reality and hence can be understood only by analysing the socio-
economic structure that constitutes that reality. His inability to grasp fully

the significance of material (and hence scientific) outlook is reflected in
passages like this:

‘The existence of society was threatened. Moreover, society itself was
moth-eaten from within, and without any sustaining vitality from any
external source. The land was infected with itinerant teachers of the
Vamachara Tantric schools with their insistence on the philosophy of sex
and palate. Amongst religious rites, the most spectacular were bloody
sacrifices to gods and goddesses am,idst defening noises of drums and

cymbals, night vigil and virgin worship, and the lewd dances of the temple
women.

...To the exhausted kingdom without inner vitality and external

coercion, he (Sankaradeva) threw out a gospel of absolute surrender to
One, the Eka-Sarana religion.” (Mother Goddess Kamakhya)

Again, ‘The moral forces of society were fully exhausted when Sankara
commenced his mission. It was of an uphill task for him to stand against
such an order of things. But the Kayastha youth, with the supreme
equanimity of a philosopher, the boldness of a martyr and the far-
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sightedness of a prophet, stood up alone, unaided, every moment
subjected to persecution,— to remedy the social evils which, in the name
of religion, were demoralising the people.’(ibid)

Such tendencies for here worships overshadowed his deep insight into
the complex web of socio-economic forces that gave rise to the apparently
abominable Sakta-tantric cults. His study of Sankardeva was wholly
asociological. He wrote his book on Sankardeva in a strongly eulogistic
vein, thereby missing a number of vital questions. That people’s attraction
from polytheistic beliefs to Eka-Sarana might be an ideological manifestation
of a society of heterogeneous isolated groups heading towards a general
one, that the Bhakti piety might, among other things, be an idealisation of
the mundane desire of the feudal middle class to protect their cattle that
are so essential for the higher forms of agriculture (in contrast to hoe
culture), that its effect was to strengthen the feudal bond between the
peasant and the land-owner and thus to stabilise the feudal society, that
the non-inclusion of women in the Bhakti fold was the result of the
degradation of the economic status of women in higher forms of feudalism,
— these and other sociological questions seemed never to have occurred
to him, while he was writing the book. Further, his concept of the
emergence of great men in society was, bluntly speaking, too superficial.
He seemed to, regard Sankaradeva not as a historical agent of the tribal-
feudal Assamese society pregnant with a newer and higher form of it, but
rather as a super-historical agent — as God-incarnate — who descends from
heaven ‘to uphold the righteous and to destroy the wicked (abhyutthanaya

sadhunam vinasaya ca duskrtam) as stated in the Gita.

Myth and Reality

With his age-old experience of a petrified social order, — an order
resulting unmistakably from the stagnancy of the whole economic process,
— the average Indian is more prone to creating myth out of reality than vice
versa. His sense of history evaporates almost as quickly as it forms
resulting in the burial of reality in the debris of mythical creations. This
lack of historical sense continued unabated till the end of the nineteenth
century when the ever-changing capitalistic forms or relationship sprang
up and threatened to destroy the old stagnant economy.

Kakati, a product of the still nascent bourgeoisie of Assam; made a
serious effort to remove the debris that gathered in Assam history and to
discover therefrom the actual relations of life. He engaged himself in a
meticulous study of the ancient Hindu scriptures like the KalikaPur ana
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and the Yogini Tantra, and for the first time tried to delve into the earthly
core of the myths. that are narrated in them. In his Visnuite Myths and
legends, he rightly pointed out that ‘the constituent elements of Indian
legends can be traced back to the following sources — (a) Indo-European,

(b) Indo-Aryan, (c) Extra-Aryan which includes aboriginal and tribal
beliefs.’

Kakati, it appears, could not fully grasp how the manner of worship
and the type of deity in a given society are determined by the mode of
securing the material subsistence; but he came very near to the
understanding that gods and goddesses are not entirely free from the
influences of the material situations of life. From Briffault he learnt how
Mother worship prevails in societies that are predominantly matriarchal
and he applied it with success in his investigation on the Mother Goddess
of Kamakhya : ‘The Mother cult of Kamakhya must have belonged to
certain matriarchal tribes like the Khasis and the Garos. To win over their
allegiance and support, and facilitate the propagation of Aryan ideas and
customs, royal patronage was extended to this local cult of Kamakhya. The
Mother, Goddess of Kamakhya could be very easily brought into
alignment with other forms of Mother Goddesses like Durga, Kali etc,

which had already been recognised and adored in the Mahabharata and
the earlier Puranas.’

Inspite of this understanding, Kakati did not lay stress upon the nature
and the form of the socio-economic organization in which the Mother is
likely to be the head of the group. He investigated in to cursory a manner
into the nature of the sexual orgies so intimately connected with Mother
worship and their relation to agriculture. It seems he could not fully
comprehend the significance of agricultural magic. On the other hand, a
comparative mythologist that he was, he believed, sometimes uncritically,
in the so-called ‘Diffusionist theory of Culture’ (‘......the cult of the Mother
Goddess was introduced by Aryans who seem to have adopted it from the
Babyonians’ etc.).

For all these reasons, Kakati failed to see clearly the material basis of
the Tantric beliefs and practices that are so well explained by later scholars
like D. D. Kosambi and Debiprasad Chatto-padhyaya. Elsewhere, however,
while explaining the significance of Rasa lila, he wrote, ‘It was a licence
festival generally asociated with the agricultural rites of the primitive
people’. Following Max Muller’s suggestion that ‘comparative mythologists
should recover the original meaning of the name of a god in order to

explain its original significance’, he even connected the word Radha with
b (i X fCRCCTE)



agricultural functions. At one place, he quotes from Briffault,

‘Festivals of promiscuity or of the general relaxation of sexual moral
codes reminiscent of such promiscuity have survived in most countries in
relation to what were originally, agricultural magic to evoke the magical
powers of fertility.’

His conjectures were true. But as he never carried his points to a
deeper level, his studies in the relation between the social structure of the
primitive people and their corresponding beliefs remained incomplete.

Kakati’s ideas about totemism were also clouded in extreme vagueness.
He wrote about the fish and tortoise deities etc. but nowhere did he
mention any probability of linking them up with the totemistic beliefs of
the tribal societies. The totem, as we know, is a particular object, animate
or inanimate (generally an animal or a tree) with which every member of
the clan identifies himself. It is a symbol of unity of the tribe. So long as
the tribal community is at a very low level of production, the totem
expresses a social coherence and equality in which the community is
supreme over its individual members. The function of the totem is thus
initially magical rather than religious. But when the improvement of the
techniques of production enables the tribe to produce a surplus, the social
equality becomes a thing of the past, and the totem — now a symbol of
lost umty — is deified and worshipped; it becomes an anthropomorphic

god.

But such ideas did not flash across the mind of Kakati while he was
writing about the Matsya, Kurma and Varaha incarnations of the Hindu
mythology.

The same may be said of his ideas about head-hunting and human
sacrifice. The practice of human sacrifice has a number of magical reasons,
the chief of which is intimately connected with agriculture. The primitive
people, with their peculiar psychology, drew a parallel between the growth
and decay of the crop with those of human life and assumed, by the
principle of sympathetic magic, that for better crop to grow, some vigorous
male must be sacrificed before sowing. Head-hunting, on the other hand,
is connected, with certain animistic beliefs, i.e., with the theory of
indestructibility and transferability of soul-matter. In Purani Kamarupar
Dharmar Dhara Kakati devoted one complete chapter to the custom of
human sacrifice and head-hunting in Assam, but did not apply any of
these ideas therein.

Thus, as an investigator into the primitive beliefs and practices, Kakati
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had certain limitations. But as we said earlier, the limitations were not his;
these were the limitations imposed on him by the nature of the society he
lived in. Like all great men, he, too was a child of his age and could not
overstep the limit his times drew up for him.

Despite all the limitations one thing is certain — that no one in Assam
has yet bean able to supersede his achievement in this field. Kakati’s
studies in the magico-religious beliefs and practices of Assam, like those
of Haraprasad Sastri, Rajendralal Mitra and others in Bengal, will surely
retain their unique historical significance for all time to come. ®
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Etiology of English in India

DRr. GOBINDA PRASAD SARMA

The Comming of English to India

English came to India in the later half of the eighteenth century as a
‘by-product of the eventful encounter’ between a ‘vigorous and enterprising
Britain and a stagnant and chaotic India’ to use the words of M.K. Naik':
When this language became the medium of instruction in India about half
a century later in 1835, it did not come as an imposition on us, as it is
erroneously thought by many zealous Indian patriots. It became our medium
of instruction rather on our seeking. The East India Company got a charter
from Queen Elizabeth to open trading posts in Bombay, Madras and
Calcutta on 31 December 1599; and the Company ran business in India
from 1600 to 1858. It took the responsibility of administration from 1757;
and its government went under the British Crown from 1858. Even during
the rule of the Company however, when Sir William Jones came to Calcutta
as a Justice of the Calcutta High Court, he established the Asiatic Society
of Bengal in 1784 and delved deep into the vast treasures of ancient Indian
literature. His followers like H.H. Wilson, H.T. Colebrook and James Prinsep
had also great love for Indian literature and culture.

When they thought of the education of the Indian people under the
rule of the Company, they naturally thought of Sanskrit and Persian or
Arabic education. William Jones had such love for Sanskrit that he wrote
that this language °...is of a wonderful structure more perfect than the
Greek, more copious than the Latin, and more exquisitely refined than
either’.> However against these ‘Brahmanized Britons’ who wanted for
India the Indian system of education through Sanskrit and Persian or
Arabic, there was another group of Britishers who wanted for India the
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Western system of education through the medium of English. And as we

all know, the earlier group came to be known as the Orientalists while the
latter group came to be known as the Anglicists.

The Anglicists had the support of the Western missionaries like William
Carey (arrived in India 1793) and his associates, Ward and Marshman who
opened their mission at Serampore in 1799 and who, while opening schools
and colleges, laid the foundation simultaneously of modern Bengali
language through their devoted works in Bengali. But these Anglicists
could become really effective only for the strong support of the most
erudite Indian intellectual and social leader of the time, Raja Rammohun
Roy (1772-1833) who made a strong plea for the Western system of
education through the medium of English so that India could hope for a
‘dawn of knowledge’ as he put it in his historic appeal to the then
Governor General of the Company, Lord Amherst, dated 11 December 1823.
Rammohun Roy was so eager for the Western system of education through
the medium of English that he, with some of his English supporters like
David Hare, opened a few English schools in various parts of Calcutta.
One such English school was established by him in 1816 while another
called Anglo-Hindu school was established in 1822. And of course we
know that it was because of such zeal and efforts of such great Anglicist

leaders, both Indian and British, that the historic Hindu College in Calcutta
was established in 1817.

Side by side with these Anglicists who consisted not only of some
British administrators or colonialists and of some Western missionaries
who did immortal and pioneering works for the modern Indian languages,
but also of prominent Indian intellectuals of vision and foresight, there
were the works of the Orientalists who also established tols and madrassas
for the traditional system of education. Some such Oriental institutes were
Orietal College, Rampur (U.P) established in 1774, Calcutta Madrassa
established in 1781 and Sanskrit College, Benares established in 1792.

The East India Company itself did not like to go against the native
tradition in the controversial subject; and instead of taking up the cause
of English on its own or supporting the Anglicists, it rather established
the Calcutta Sanskrit College in 1824 much against the will of Raja
Rammohun Roy to whom ‘this seminary (similar in character to those
which existed in Europe before the time of Lord Bacon) can only be
expected to load the minds of youth with grammatical niceties and
metaphysical distinctions of little or no use to the possessors or to the

society. The pupils will there acquire what was known two thousand years
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ago....” as he put it in his historic appeal to Lord Amherst. That the
Company government did not pay heed to such an appeal and established
the Sanskrit College shows that it was not enthusiastic about the imposition
of their own language or their own system of education.

Anyway amidst the raging controversy of the Orientalists and the
Anglicists, the Company had to institute in 1823 a Committee of Public
Instruction to advise it on education. The British Parliament as early as
1813 directed the Company to set apart rupees one lakh for ‘improvement
of literature’ and ‘promotion of science’ for the ‘improvement of the native
population’. It was exactly for the fulfilment of this purpose that Rammohun
Roy wanted English education for India. And yet the Company for long
ten years could not take any decision on the kind of education and its
medium through which they would attain this goal. However, even though
after ten years of indecision and inactivity, the Company government
ultimately appointed the Committee, the Committee itself could not come
to a decision. Half of its members was for Oriental education through
Sanskrit and Persian or Arabic while the remaining half was for English
education. And we are to remember that the members of the first half who
wanted the ancient Indian system of education were also British members.
However when the Committee found itself in a stalemate, two new members
were added to it. One of them was the famous Thomas Babington Macaulay
(1800-1859) a historian and very powerful, prolific English prose-writer
who was also a Member of the British Parliament. Known for his extra-
ordinary oratory as an M.P. and extra-ordinarily vast learning and gift of
rhetoric as a writer. Macaulay was always a controversial figure who was
known to have said once, ‘Burn the British Museum; because all that is
there in that vast library is here in my head. ‘This formidable Macaulay
was the Law Member in the Indian Governor General’s Council for the
period 1834-38. And in that capacity, he was appointed the Chairman of
the Committee of Public Instruction. In the Committee itself, he did not take
any active part because he found that it was hopelessly divided into two
camps. He rather asked the Committee members to present their views
before the Supreme Council of the Governor. And ultimately on the basis
of these views he wrote his historic Minute in his extra-ordinarily forceful
and pursuasive language which swept away all oppositions and silenced
all dissents to the Anglicists’ opinion. And then the Governor General of
the Company. Lord Bentinck (1828-1835) declared on 7 March 1835 ‘the
promotion of European literature and science’ and ‘English education’ as
‘the great object of the British Government in India.’
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Not that in adopting English education for India the British Government
thought exactly like Macaulay. It became rather a historical necessity as
the circumstances would show. Also not that Rammohun Roy in his
opposition to the Company Government patronizing Oriental classical
education and establishing institutes like Calcutta Sanskrit College, he was
against Sanskrit or ancient Indian or Oriental culture. Vastly learned in
Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian, he edited a Persian periodical and wrote
widely and voluminously on Hindu theology, the Vedas and the Upanishads
besides editing a periodical in Sanskrit too. But he wanted English education
for the regeneration of his countrymen with the knowledge of the West.
Similarly, when on the strength of Macaulay’s Minute the British
Government adopted English education it is not that the Company
Government was swayed by all his opinions or objectives. Macaulay wrote
in his own characteristic way that the objective of English education in
India would be to produce ‘a class of persons Indian in blood and colour,
but English in taste, in opinion, in morals and in intellect.” If Rammohun
Roy were alive in 1835 when the Government adopted English education
for the country, he would have been the happiest man in India. And yet
he would have been the first Indian to protest against Macaulay’s wish

to produce a new breed of Anglicized Indians. But also Rammohun Roy
was dead two years ago in 1833.

It is difficult to believe that a man of Macaulay’s learning was really
serious in all his stunning utterances expressed in brilliant rhetoric. In
order to show the worth of Western learning against the learning of the
East, he wrote : ‘A single shelf of a good European library, is worth the
whole native literature of India and Arabia’. Similarly with his passion for
over emphasis and long-drawn rhetoric, he wrote about the Bengalis:

Whatever the Bengali does he does languidly.
His favourite

pursuits are sedentary. He shrinks from
bodily exertion;

and though voluble in dispute, and singularly
partinacious

in the war of chicane, he seldom engages in
a personal

conflict and scarcely ever enlists as a
soldier...

There never, perhaps existed a people so
thoroughly
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fitted by nature and by habit for a
foreign yoke.?

Worse still, he wrote in another context:
What horns are to the buffalo, what paw is to
the tiger,
what the sting is to the bee, what beauty,
according to the
old Greek song, is to woman, deceipt is to
the Bengalee.

Large promises, smooth excuses, elaborate

tissues of
circumstantial falsehood, chicanery, perjury,
forgery are
the weapons, offensive and defensive, of the
people of the lower Ganges.*

Such utterance naturally evoked a strong protest from the Indian side
and it reverberated for long. But it is not again that the Britishers themselves
took Macaulay seriously. For example, Lord Melbourne, Prime Minister of
England of the time (1835-1841) spoke about him halt in jest and halt in
seriousness, ‘I wish I could be as cocksure of anyone thing as Tom
Macaulay is of everything’.* This itself is enough to see that adoption of
the Western system of education through the medium of English was not
for pursuasion of Macaulay alone or his Singular opinions were shared by
his own Government completely.

That English was made thus the vehicle for New Learning in India not
alone for the pressure of a handful vocal British Anglcists who found their
Messiah in Macaulay or for the urge of a handful of learned Indians of
the mould of Rammohun Roy but also for the Indians in general who were
all eager to undergo a regeneration, can be proved from the hectic
enthusiasm of the Indians of the time for more and more books in English.
As Trevelyan notes about the great demand for English books and
lackadaisical attitude towards Sanskrit and Arabic books among the Indians
at that time:

Upwards of 31,000 English books were
sold by the English

Book Society in the course of two years,
while the Committee

did not dispose of Arabic and Sanskrit

volumes enough in
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three years to pay the expenses of
keeping them for two

months, to say nothing of the printing
expenses.®

And we have to note here that the School Book Society was only a
voluntary organization of the Missionaries and the Anglicists while the
Committee of Public Instruction was a Government Committee. To give
exact statistics of sale of books in various languages in 1834-35, the year
immediately before adoption of English by the Government : 32,000 English

books sold in India as against 13,000 in Hindi, Hindustani and Bengali and
1,500 in Sanskrit, Persian and Arabic’.”

The feverish clamour for English reading material among the Indians
of that time can be seen in that real episode of an Englishman landing at
Calcutta. Immediately on landing, he was surrounded by a crowd of native
boys-all seeking English books from him. The English gentleman who did
not have enough English books for all those boys had ultimately ‘cut up
an old QUARTERLY REVIEW and distributed the pages’.®

Such urge of the Indians of the time for the New learning through
English can also be seen form the rush for admission in English schools
and colleges opened by the Missionaries and the Anglicists against the
lack of interest in the traditional type of schools opened by the Orientalists
and the Company Government. The Hindu College of Calcutta founded in
1817 by Rammohun Roy and his Anglicist friends David Hare and Sir
Eduward Hyde East drew ‘100 students’® in the first year. When Hooghly
College was established in 1836, in the very first year there were ‘1200
applications for admission in 3 days’.’ Against this, the traditional schools

and colleges inspite of government backing presented a very dampening
sight.

The English language thus was not imposition on us by the British
imperialist rulers; it came to us on our seeking for our regeneration. And
this objective of our regeneration was soon fulfilled quite satisfactorily. As
F. W. Bain, an Anglo-Indian writer observed retrospectively on the fruits
of English education in India, when it was adopted first, ‘India-a withered
trunk suddently shot out with foreign foliage.’!**

(*This is the first part of the author’s proposed three-part article, the

remaining two parts being "English Strikes Root in India" and "Indian
English language and literature™)
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Banikanta Kakati,
the literary critic

SAILEN BHARALI

Banikanta Kakati (1894-1952) occupies a very important place in the
history of Indian scholarship. His contributions to three disciplines Viz.
linguistics, literary criticism and cultural Anthropology or Scociology
demonstrate his excellence as a scholar. The total output of his linguistic,
literary and sociological works is not large, but in each he broke new
grounds. Banikanta’s first love was lingustics. He was one of those few
Indians who laid the foundation for the scientific study of Neo-Indo-
Aryan languages. His monumental work, ASSAMESE, ITS FORMATION AND
DEVELOPMENT (1941), one of the earliest works on modern Indian languages,
not only established the identity and uniqueness of Assamese language

but also provided a scientific basis to the study of Assamese language by
the future workers.

Kakati is regarded as the first major critic of Assamese literature. The
period of Assamese literature in which he started writing was a period of
romantic upsurge. It was an age which saw an extraordinary development
of lyrical peetry. The period is notable for the emergence of a significant
band of poets and riters including Lakshminath Bezbaroa, Chandrakumar
Agarwalla, Raghunath Choudhary, Ambikagiri Raichoudhury, Jatindranath
Dowerah and Jyotiprasad Agrwalla. Although a few writers inculding
Bezbaroa attempted their hands in literary criticism, their writings were
mostly confined to appreciative and emotional statements. Bezbaroa’s
appreciations of Kirtana and Rukminiharan Kavya by Sankeradeva are its

JF4 @ 090



example. Criticism in the true sense of the term did not flourish. The mantle
fell on Kakati who was well-equiped for the task. As a brilliant student of
English, he studied European literature and knew the art of criticism. He
had profound knowledge of Sanskrit literature. He also involved himself
deeply in the study of cultural, literary and raligious tradition of Assam
with the Primary desire of invigorating the Assamese Cultural heritageo
Therefore, at a time when almost all the writers applied themselves to the
creative literary efforts under the inspiration of English romanticism, Kakati
took up the task of unfolding the literary treasure of the past, particularly
of the Vaishnava ageo He examined the various aspects of early Assamese
literature and illuninated it through a comparative critical method. It was

Kakati who For the first time brought into sharp Focus the real meaning
and beauty of Vaishnava literature created by Sankaradeva, Madhavadeva

and their contemporaries and popularized itmong the educated people who
under the influence of Western art and culture started developing a sense
of indifference towards their own treasure.

Banikanta Kakati has displayed his best critical talent in PURANI ASAMIYA
SAHITYA (Ancient Assamese literature, 1940), a collection of fifteen critical
essays on the literature of the Vaishnava age. The norms which true criticism
demands Viz. objectivity, scientific outlook, reasoning, restraint, comparison
all find their finest revealation in these essays. The objectivity he has
maintained in his assessment, the scientific temper inherent in his argument,
the intellectual power he has exercised to elaborate his analysis with examples
from other literatures and his supreme command over language make the
essays acceptable to all, Although one can have a glimpse of Kakati’s critical
genius in all the pieces included in the book, the one that excels the rest
is on Namghosa, a book of one thousand verses by Madhavadeva. Namghosa
which reveals Madhavadeva'’s poetic calibre with all his humility is a sincere
expression of his deep devotional fervor and profound remembrance of his
guru. It is known to all that Kakati had great attachment for the Vaishnava
tradition in which he was born and he regarded Sankaradeva and
Madhavadeva as the central pointin tha social and cultural history of Assam.
That, however, did not prevent him From being objective in his assessment.
Anyone who reads this essay can easily draw the conclusion that in the
examination of the Vaishnava poetry Kakati has put more emphasis on its
literary merit rather than on its religious and philosophical truths. Although
he regarded literature as a powerful force of propaganda, his primary concern
in the Assessment was to find the intensity of peet’s personal feelings of
devotion. In his own words:
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“The profound philosophical theories of Namghosa donot have any literary

merit, because philosophical doctrines always appeal, to the intellect

whereas literature appeals to the heart. In the religious views of Namghosa

there is no literary merit for they may not agree with those in other

religious. As literature its value lies in its profound devotional feelings’.!

The passage is an instance of Kakati’s critical insight with his
independence of judgement.

True criticism always relies on comparison. It is through comparative
method of analysis that a critic can strike a convincing note in his criticism,
Kakati had the ability for that. He had the ability to illustrate his analysis
with elaborate examples from European and Sanskrit literatures. The approach
has been very effective in his assessment of the early Asssmese literature.
In his attempt to bringout the allegorical meaning of the Badha-Kavyas i.e.
the heroic kavyas dealing with the killing of giants, he has established
connection of these Kavyas from one angle with the medieval romances of
Europe and from the other with the Greek heroic Kavyas on mythological
legends. In analysing the character of Hema Sundari in Asvakarna-badha by
Rama Saraswati, he had discovered the thematic similarities of the Kavya
with an episode narrated by the English poet Spencer in his Faeri Quena.
In discussing the role played by the Bargitas, the devetional lyrics composed
by Sankaradeva and Madhavadeva in grand classical style, Kakati by way
of comparison has referred to the Noble Numbers' of the English poet,
Herrick. While examining the functions of the Sutradhara, the central figure
of the Ankiya Nates of the Vaishnava age, he has drawn an analogy of the
character with the chorus in Greck drama. He has revealed not only their
similarities but also their differences. In appreciating the poetic beauty of
Kumar-harana, a small Kavya by Ananta Kandali, he very aptly brings in
for discussion Kalidas’s Kumar Sambhava and Meghaduta. Kakati not only
illuminates the literary excellence of the work through such comparative
analysis but also reveals the originality of the poet by examining its similarities
and dissimarites with the source i.e. the Bhagavata-purana. In the essay
entiled SaHITYAT KARUN RasA (pathetic sentiment in literature), perhaps the
earliest essay written by Kakati, he in order to help our understanding has
picked up elaborate examples of Sanskrit, English and Greek literatures.

Kakati has applied the same aesthetic norms in the udgement of the
Assamese literature of the Romantic age. But his criticism here is limited only
to a few essays most of which were written as prefaces to some anthologies
of poems. In his essays on Ambikagiri Raichoudhury’s Kavya, Tumi (Thou),
Kakati praises Raichoudhury not so much for the high mystical level to
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which he has raised himself as for his ability to express his deepest personal
sensibilities in a beautiful language like breaking of ripples of the waterfall
that flows with lighting speed over the rocks.? He has, however, pointed out
to Raichoudhury’s power to combine in him the twin personality of a poet
and patriot in action. Similarly, he admlroa Raghunath Choudhary whom he
denominated as ‘Bihagi Kavi® or the bird poet not because of his great
descriptive power but because of the intensity of feeling with which he has
described Assam’s landscape. As he puts it :

‘Choudhary is quite dexterous in describing the beauty of nature, but it

is not through mere description that verse becomes true poetry. If it were

so. books of Zoology and Botany would also have been poetry. Any

description of nature to be endowed with the qualities of pae try must be

inseparably mixed with the intense feelings of our joys and sorrows of

past, present and future’.’?

Kakati’s critical power is most evident in his criticism of Sonit Kuwari,
a mythological play written by Jyotiprasad Agarwalla in his teens. The
criticism was written at the request of the play-wright. But Kakati, conscious
of his role as a critic did not take a patronizing attitude. He appreciated the
young writer’s lyrical power that manifests itself in the play, but at the same
time pointed out to the dramatic inaccuracies in the construction of the plot
by making a detailed analysis of the text and suggested instructions for its
improvement to produce necessary dramatic effect.

Kakati was not a creative artist in the sense in which we normally use
the term. But there is no doubt at all that he was imbued with equal creative
insight of the poet at the time of examining a piece of literary work. The
following line from his appreciation of Kumar-Harana will give a glimpse of
his poetic insight :

‘The entire poem appears to move in the sportfulness of the celestial

fairies in a moonlit night. The imperfect worldly life has not cast its

shadow on it.™*

One can find numerous examples of such creativity in his appreciation

of Namghosa as well.

Banikanta Kakati’s unique qualities as a scholar rank him as the foremost
cttic in Assamese litreature. His critical writings bear the stamp of his
scholarship, his sense of balance and his utmost restraint in the use of
words. Nevertheless, one should not ignore the limitations of Kakati. Some
of these limitations have already been pointed out by Dilip earua and
Hirendra Nath Datta.® Although Kakati has employed the comparative method
in all his assessments, in most cases there is no detailed analysis of the
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comparisons. Therefore, they do not help much in the understanding of the
readers. As an inatance, reference can be made to his comparison of the
Bargits with the 'Noble Numbers'.® Kakati has not spared even two lines to
note the points of agreement between the two. A reader without any idea
of the Noble Numbers' will find it difficult to make anything out of it. The
most obvious limitation of Kakati is that he confined himself to the Romantic
aesthetics of the nineteenth century and did not go beyond them. He
regarded poetry as the rhythmic vibrations of the poet’s personal sensibilities?
Although he thought that the recognition of a poet depends on his ability
to convert his personal emotions into the elements of Universal writing,
what he always emphasized was the intensity of feeling in a piece of
literature. Kakati’s emphasis on intensity is like Mathew Arnold’s *high

seriousness’. But this aesthetic norm adhered to by Kakati cannot be applied
to all artistic endeavours.

That is why he could not appreciate the new poetry in free verse or the
post-war poetry which, ha thought did not appeal sufficiently even to the
‘heart of the poets themselves not to speek of the readere.® It appears from
his writings that Kakati woe indifferent to the new trends of criticism that
made their appearances in the twentieth century. Although John Crowe
Ransom’s THE NEw CriTicism (1941) was published when Kakati was writing,

it is difficult to know whether Kakati had gone through the book at all. There
is no trace of it in his criticism.

To conclude, Kakati did not take as much interest in modern literature
as he did in ancient writings. Perhaps he did not have enough time for it.
His first love, as I have said earlier, was linguistics. His second love was
sociology or cultural Anthropology to which he made significant contribution
by trying to analyse the primitive beliefs and pectices on modern scientific
line and to explore the extra-Aryan motifs in the myths and legends of
Assamo The study of linguistics certainly helped him in this direction.®
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Evolution of Photography

DR. DEBABRATA GHOSH

If someone asks — what is the best form of memento the world so far
could present, undoubtedly the answer will be — ‘a photograph’. A
photograph reminds, older it is, greater is its effect. Even a casual look
on an old photograph instantly touches the mind, brings back memories
of events, — sweet, pleasant, crucial, bitter, as the case might had been.
A piece of photograph is not only a memento, it also may be an official
document or a valid proof accepted by the judiciary. Photography can also
be termed as ‘folk art of the technological age’.

Technologically, photography is a unique combination of Physics and
Chemistry. It is a process of making an instant chemical reaction by the
introduction of a measured quantity of light on some specific reagents.
Obviously the measured amount of light is obtained through an optical
device and that is the Camera and the chemicals on which the light is
allowed to fall is nothing but the photo film used. The actual photograph
comes out only after a series of processing. The time of exposure came
down from an initial period of 8-10 hours to one millionth part of a second
till date. The camera has, indeed given us a new way of seeing things. It

has provided us with a Third Eye.

To know how the process of photography grew up, we have to look
back to more than two thousand years. Scholars could find evidences
where images might have been created by the effect of light. As far as the
history available, Mo Tzu of China (500 BC), Aristotole of Greece (384-322
BC), and Ibu Haitan of Arab (985-1038 AD) described the phenomena of
inverted image formation when light passes through a pinhole. Later on
Alhazen of Arab (1039AD) described an apparatus called Camera Obscura
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( Kamara — a Greek word, - meaning a room or large covered box) which
created and confirmed the inverted image formation by the passage of light
through a pinhole. This Arabic invention was kept limited to observing
solar eclipse only. The same type of image formation was also reported by

Roger Bacon of England (1114-1204) and Levi Ben Gershon, a Hebrew
origin (1286-1344).

Though the science of photography started developing more than two
thousand year ago, the impact started from the early part of the sixteenth
century. During this period when artists began to apply perspectives to
paintings, they felt the usefulness of camera obscura. Leonardo da Vinci
(1452-1519) of Italy, described the idea, which consisted of a dark room
having a minute hole in one wall, through which light was allowed to enter.
The incident light would produce an inverted image of the outer world on
to the opposite wall. In 1550, Girolamo Cardano made the image much more
brilliant by putting a lens at the pin hole. The camera obscura so used, was
large enough to accommodate a man. In 1558, Glovani Baltista de Porta of
Naples was the first man to give a neat and complete shape to the camera
obscura and recommended its use to painters and artists. Ten years later
(1568), Daniel Barbaro of Venice added a biconvex lens and a diaphragm to
improve the sharpness of the image. In 1573, Danti suggested the use of a
concave mirror within to reflect the inverted image and to make it upright.

The idea of camera obscura was generally accepted and suggestions
for its improvement and for making it a portable one, came from workers
from different countries. Notable among those were J.Kepler, an astronomer
(1620), A. Kirhar- a Jesuit (1646), and J. Stram (1676). By eighteenth
century camera obscura consisted of a box with a lens at one side and a
ground glass screen at the other. A mirror was also fitted within to get the
upright image which could be seen from outside. Probably the idea of the
present day camera was thus conceived.

The Chemical side —

It was known for a long time that some substances undergo a type of
change when exposed to sunlight. Most common observations were tanning
of human skin and bleaching of coloured cloths on exposure to sunlight.
A Chinese scholar has claimed that he has found traces of china plates
made sensitive to light by chemical means two thousand years ago. Angelo
Sola (1614) first reported the darkening of silver nitrate on exposure to
sunlight. In 1727, Johann Schulze, the German physicist, discovered that
a mixture of chalk powder, silver and nitric acid turned deep purple and

could form images when exposed to sunlight. Later, in the same century
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Carl Scheele, a Swedish chemist, found that the blackening of silver salts
on exposure to light was due to deposition of pure silver. He further
reported that the violet part of the spectrum blackens the silver salts more
quickly than other rays (note — the violet part is the strongest part of
light).

From the study of these it is clear that both the optical and chemical
foundation of modern photography was well over 2000 years.

At the beginning of nineteenth century Thomas Wedgwood tried to
make negative prints by bathing papers in silver nitrate solution and laying
a drawing design on a piece of glass over it, and exposing the set to light.
He was partially successful as the trouble remained with the extent of

exposure.

In the matter of exposure, Joseph Nicephore (1765-1833) was more
successful and he was able to permanently fix the image. He produced a
plate which could bear ‘latent image’ — that is an image which remains
invisible unless it has been developed with a suitable chemical. He later
modified the process by acid fixing on a glass plate exposed in a camera
(camera obscura). The work of Niepce (1822) definitely established him as
the First man to have obtained a picture from nature with a camera in the
modern photographic sense (Report: by Helmut Gernsheim in The Times,
15® April, 1952). The article refers to a picture which shows a wooly view
of the courtyard of Niepce’s house fixed on a highly polished pewter plate

with an exposure time of eight hours.

Nearly thirteen years after this achievement of Niepce, William Henry
Fox Talbot, an English patrician and amateur scientist (1800-77) produced
his first paper negative showing a scenic view. Next within a few years
Mande Daguerre (1789-1851) with his improved camera technique produced
the first full fledged photograph (1837) in his studio, which is preserved
in a museum- Societe Francaise de Photographie. It was known as
Daguerreotype.

The door was opened. Different people from different corners started
the process applying various techniques of exposure, development and
fixation. Slowly, the time of exposure started decreasing. By 1842, the
camera acquired a much improved form. Prof. Joseph Petzval had suggested
the use of a double lens which would allow sixteen times more light than
the single meniscus system and accordingly it was produced by Peter
Voigtlander (1842) in Vienna. Till this time the camera was applica-lble only
for taking landscape type pictures as it needed long exposure time. But
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continuous study and experiment on the subject resulted in the production
of better quality of plate reducing the time of exposure to less than a
minute. Only after this the camera started focusing on the portraits.

Till 1839, all these works were known as Photogenic Drawings. In 1839,
John Herschel, an astronomer and a friend of Talbot, for the first time,
referred these works as Photography.

Talbot’s photographs were of course negatives, but soon he evolved
a method by which he was able to reverse them to positives by printing
them on a second sheet of sensitized paper. Here also, the same Herschel

introduced the terms ‘Negative’ and ‘Positive’ for the first and the second
picture respectively.

From 1840 onwards the chemical process started getting more and more
modification resulting improvements in the quality of the outputs. Talbot
found that for making the paper-negative, the use of silver nitrate followed
by potassium iodide gave better results. He also observed that when the
negative is further bathed in a mixture of Gallic acid and silver nitrate, it
became much more sensitive to light. The active principle of the paper-
negative (later became known as photo-film) is a coating of silver halide
and only the part of this layer which when gets exposed, is converted to
metallic silver. During the process of development, the halide portion is
chemically removed and then the unchanged (i.e. unexposed or
underexposed) silver halide was removed by using hypo (sodium
thiosulphate) solution. The positive part was obtained by printing on a
paper coated with silver chloride. All these processes had to be carried out
in absence of light. The process was known as Calotypes.

The negative-positive principle remains as the fundamental of modern
photography. Though the chemical process was getting improved day by
day still the final pictures lacked brilliancy. Workers on the subject both
in Europe and America tried different types of materials for fixing the final
picture. In 1851, an English sculptor Federick Scott Archer put forward a
new process, called Colloidon process which super seeded all the ongoing
processes. In this process gun-cotton (cellulose nitrate) was used to
prepare the base and a new set of chemicals were applied for developing
and printing.

In 1878, Charles Benett made a new plate to take snapshots at 1/25%
part of a second. In an issue of British Journal of Photography (1879), it
was remarked that the “Year’ would be looked back to in the future as one
of the most noteworthy epochs in the history of photography. The art of
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photography started getting commercialized and by 1880 many types of
ﬁand cameras came on to the market. In 1888, George Eastman (New York)
introduced his first Kodak camera- which was fitted with a roll of paper
coated with a gelatine-bromide film capable taking a hundred shots. The
camera with the exposed film had to be brought back to the factory for
developing and printing. Next year (1889), Eastman introduced the
transparent celluloid film which the amateur could process himself. With
the introduction of this dry gelatin film, photography became more handy
and scientific and the principle is still being followed.

With a higher accuracy in exposure and greater depths in the films
used, the quality of photographs improved considerably. In this regard
Hurter and Driffield were pioneers. Research was going in many areas for
improving the quality of the film specially emphasising on the quantity of
light and colour sensitivity. The quality of printing papers was also a
subject of research. By 1920, with the introduction of cameras with much
more improved lenses, photography was possible for ‘all the objects one
can see’. With these lenses came the miniature cameras which could take
snapshots even in lower lighting conditions and also these snaps could
be enlarged almost to any reasonable limit.

The first and famous miniature camera was the ‘Leica’ which had the
provision of taking a roll film which could accomodate 36 negatives
measuring 1 inch by 1% inch. Its inventor was Oskar Barnack, a German

microscope maker.

In the middle of the nineteenth century, Nadar (France) first experimented
to take shots using artificial lights and these paved the path for the
introduction of flash lights. Though magnesium powder was first used, it
had many draw backs. In 1929, Ostermeier (Germany) introduced photoflash
bulbs filled with aluminium foil. The latest lighting development has been
in the development of the electronic lamp designed by Dr. Harold E
Edegerton (1931) of Massachusetts Institute of Technology, which still
acts as the basic principle of electronic flash bulbs. During the same
period development of electric exposure meter came as a boon to the
amateur photographers to select the accurate timing and extent of exposure.

One hundred years of labour and development can be summed up in

the following way-

1839 — First the Daguerreo types taken in sunlight with exposure time
of one hour of bright sunlight, 1939 — the time of exposure came down
drastically and even one millionth part of a second was possible.
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Photographic science required human toil and continuous research to
reach the present day state. Even today it cannot be said that it has
reached its peak. The original black and white photography has already
been replaced by color photography, which being much more attracting,
gained tremendous popularity. With the progress of the Electronics, an
absolutely new concept of photography is knocking at the door, - the
Digital Photography, which if really marketed will completely replace the
present conventional system of photography.

In conclusion it can only be said that- the production of a perfect

picture by means of photography is an art, the production of a technically
perfect negative is a science.

The article was first published in the early nineties. By this time the
conventional photography is almost replaced by Digital Photography which
gives instant result, cheaper and extremely user Sfriendly — Author.
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Fatwa and Injustice

PryusH KANTI DHAR

Imrana rape case has already created a vibration in the entire India.
Imrana became the victim of physical hunger of her father-in-law in the
Muzaffamagar city of V.P. Dar-ul-Uloom Deoband annulled Imrana’s marriage
and instructed her to stay with her father-in-law by cutting all relations
with her husband. There were divided opinions even among the Muslims.
One group supporting the annulment of the marriage, the other group
lending their support to Imrana. All India Muslim Personal law board
(AIMPLB) were in favour of reconsidering the decree and Hyderabad-
based organization Islamic Research and Education foundation (IREF)
openly questioned the justification of the Deoband fatwa, whereas Sunni
Ulema board strongly supported the fatwa. All the groups are citing the
verses of Holy Quran to support their stance. It appears that the entire
Muslim society has been divided into two pavilions. On the other hand,
the South Asian Women and Child Rights Commission (SAWCR) and All
India Women Cultural Organization have condemned the fatwa, which
according to them is a crime against women.

Interestingly, an Imrana-like case happened recently in the Nagaon district
of Assam. Jyotsna Ara, a 19 year old woman was raped by her father-in-law.
Her husband Imran was subsequently issued a fatwa to immediately divorce
his wife, as the ruling based on Shariat declared the marriage as null and
void. The only difference between the Imrana and Jyotsna case is that in
case of the later, the fatwa did not order Jyotsna to consider Imran as her
own son. Jyotsna’s father subsequently approached the police to lodge a
complaint for the immediate arrest of fifty year old culprit Moinuddin, who
according to police fled to Nagaland to evade the arrest.
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It is true that when it comes to the case of religious sentiments, then
it is difficult for the police to take any strong action immediately. But in
spite of that, Nagaon Police took a strong move to try to arrest Moinuddin
when a case under section 376 was registered against him.

It is a real fact that both the fatwas can never be accepted mentally
by any logical right-minded person as it is obviously against humanity and
degrade the self-respect of women in the society. In case of Imrana, the
rapist father-in-law was not entitled to get any punishment, rather got the
license to enjoy and exploit Imrana both physically and mentally.
Undoubtedly, the relation between father-in-law and daughter-in-law is a
very sacred one. If such a relation takes such a scandalous shape in the
name of getting justice, then it is bound to batter the prestige of women
into pieces. It is ludicrous to note that as per fatwa, Imrana must consider
her husband as her own son. Every woman has got her own self-respect
and that cannot be allowed to be sacrificed at the altar of male supremacy
and chauvinism. Some people may inappropriately consider women as play
tools in the guise of religious frenzy, but the originality and independent
recognition of women are beyond the purview of any sort of fanaticism,
be it religious or other. It raises the issue of ‘gender inequality’ and the
entire social set up with its internal dynamics is such that it depicts the
position of Imrana and Jyotsna in a degraded way in the society.

Sumitra Hazarika Gogoi, President of the ‘Forum against atrocities
towards women’ in Guwahati put forward her opinion, ‘Tell me how much
is it justified to forcefully oblige Imrana to stay with her father-in-law who
in lieu of looking at her with affection raped her like a criminal. In no
civilized society you will find such a culpable and beastly attitude of
father-in-law. Similar is the case of Jyotsna in Nagaon, whose husband
Imran divorced her knowing that she is innocent. Except a small group of
people, everyone irrespective of religion has condemned this incident and
demanded stringent punishment for the culprits. Both the incidents pinpoint
the age-old derogatory attitude towards women due to male hegemony
and is against Indian tradition. So I strongly condemn it’.

Unfortunately, sometimes women go against women. That’s why 40
women muftis of Hyderabad showed confidence to justify the fatwa. It is
found that religious fanatics often misinterpret the teachings of Guru, Sant
or Prophet. That is what exactly happened in case of Imrana or Jyotsna.
The holy teachings of Quran never support the separation of both the
innocent women from their husbands. According to chapter 4 verses 22

and 23, if a person has already married a woman, then his son is never
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entitled to marry the same woman. But Imrana and Jyotsna were never
married to their father-in laws prior to their marriage with their husbands
and hence Quranic laws never allow to get them separated from their
husbands. The rape that was committed later reflects the sexual greed and
appetite of the culprits for the flesh of the innocent women and the
teachings of the Prophet never supports it. It is a case of immoral domestic
violence and that violence is sufficient to create psychological trauma and
feelings of inferiority among the two victims.

Rape is a criminal offence, which permanently leaves scar in the sub-
conscious minds of the victims. The victims are subjected to extreme
mental suffocation and Indian Penal Code provides stringent punishment
for the rapists. Recently death penalty was awarded by the court to the
rapists cum murderers of teenaged Barnali Deb in Guwabhati. If it is so, is
there any reason for Imrana or Jyotsna not to get proper justice?

Mustakur Rahman, a junior college teacher in Guwabhati reacted, ‘I can
never support the Fatwas propagated by certain self-declared religious
groups. These religious groups cannot demand to be the unique guardian
of the entire Islamic society. I strongly condemn the barbaric greedy
violence perpetrated by culprits on the innocent victims and demand
strongest punishment according to the Indian Penal Code. Both the culprits
have indulged in un-Islamic acts and will get no sympathy from the Islamic
community. Both has acted against prophet’s wishes and has polluted the
normal, respectful father-in-law versus daughter-in-law relation.’

It is interesting ¥F< > ¥4 » qbo note that in both the cases, Imrana
and Jyotsna’s husbands remained silent and did not utter any word against
their fathers. Their cowardly silence in fact will indulge their fathers to get
immense mental pleasure before copulating with their daughter-in-laws
again and again. It appears that both the husbands either have least
feelings towards the sanctity of their marriage or are afraid to stand boldly
against the false age-old traditions. Both of them, the so-called father’s
sons, had failed to understand the mental shock obtained by their wives
due to uncivilized act of rape by their father-in laws.

Time has come for Muslim intellectuals to come forward to fight against
the inhuman and highly reactive fatwas and to cleanse their society from
the purview of religious dogmatism so that women’s honour and dignity
are preserved at any cost. It should also be seen that certain self-declared
scholars of Islamic religion, who often fail to go in the depth of Quran and
misinterpret the teachings of the Prophet, should never be allowed to issue

fatwas without understanding its deep social impact. The role of educated
FHq @ Vb O



Muslim women in this direction is highly important. It is true that Muslim
women are still under the autocracy of exploitation and oppression and
they drastically need education to empower themselves so that they can
unitedly lodge a fight against such atrocities in the form of fatwas, which
are derogatory to their own selves. IREF president Mujtaba Hussain Sidiqi
has sympathized with Imrana and has asked for an open debate over the
issue. A lot of discussions and self-introspections are needed to reform the

age-old attitudes and the educated Muslim section must take a leading role
in this direction.e
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