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In Recollection of My Arya
Vidyapeeth Days

Dr. Gobinda Prasad Sarma

It was all very cold that December evening in 1961. Thick
grey mist mixed with evening darkness covered the whole city
. and the electric light of Gauhati Municipality was fighting
only a losing battle against it. A newly graduated young man
though, I had little wish to go out in such an evening. After
all, much of my day’s energy was spent up in the Divisional
Office of the Life Insurance Corporation as their newly recruited,
unwilling assistant. But 1 must go out. A teaching job would
be much better for me than that of an office clerk. And besides,
I would have the chance of meeting a man of learning - a
widely respected teacher - Principal Giridhar Sarma. Though
he was the Principal of the college Section of Arya Vidyapeeth,
and 1 could hope only for a teacher’s job in the School, he
was the man to meet, | was told. Giridhar Sarma was Arya
Vidyapeeth and Arya Vidyapeeth was Giridhar Sarma as 1 heard
it everywhere.
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I came out of my worn out, rented cottage at Chenikuthi,
and sauntered along the Ulubari Road that outskirted the city.
(The city has expanded since then and the same road outskirts
today only Rehabari). The portion of the road along the river
Bharalu was completely dark, and the crematory on it where
Banikanta Kakati’s memorial stone stands, did not seem to

be so horrid in that darkness as it was so quiet.

As | reached Arya Vidyapeeth School and College complex,
this dark stillness suddenly hummed with activities, and the
strong neon light of the College compound dispelled the
darkness around - and also the chill in my body and mind.
And there sat Principal Giridhar Sarma at his table with a
lot of papers before him to be seen and disposed. He was
as | saw him before -his grey hairs giving the impression of
old age, but his unwrinkled skin speaking of endless energy
and industry. He gave me permission to enter, without raising
his head or showing any curiosity to know who wanted to
come in and see him. As he talked to me, he did not smile,
though he did not show any miserliness in this in my later
meetings with him. On my telling him about my purpose of
visit, he wanted to know my qualifications. I anticipated this
well ahead at home and wrote it in a slip of paper from
Matriculation to B.A. (Honours), this being my latest quali-
fication till then. I produced the piece of paper before him.
He read through it, and asked me then to sit down. He wanted
to know more about me, my ancestral home, my family and
quite a few other things. As he listened, he grew serious and
a little glum, too. It appeared that in that cold, dreamy evening,
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my own mood had touched the mood of that reputed academic
administrator who was now expected to determine my fate and
the two moods were attuned to one soon. I had not to talk
for long because he did not much want me to talk for long.
He said good-bye after giving a seemingly unwarm assurance
that he would inform me in case he needed me in the School.
The School had only done with its examinations; and the new

session would start a month after. An English teacher was
needed; but there was no fund.

I came out without any hope. Principal Giridhar Sarma,
so busy in management of the two institutes, and administration
of the College and in endless construction works of both the
institutes; how can he be expected to remember one of hundreds
of jobseeking graduates like me that knocked at his door every
morning and evening? But no. Soon my fears proved all baseless.
Within two months from then, a colleague of mine in the
Insurance Office conveyed me the message that Principal
Giridhar Sarma wanted me to see him. And I got the job.

At the time of resigning, 1 had a lurking fear in my
mind that the loss of the new, neat currency notes I drew
by way of salary in the L.I.C. office regularly at the end of
every month would be irreparable; and the salary in the school
paid very irregularly any day in the first half of the month
in dirty, soiled notes would be a poor substitute- the amount
would be higher by five rupees though. But soon I found that
even this was a much better substitute. For two things -
I liked teaching; and the colleagues I had there gave me
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a very rare pleasure and benefit of their company. Moreover,
the students were so lovable and loving !

As 1 joined the School and signed the teacher’s Register
carly in 1962, 1 was struck by the name Nilmani Phookan
there. 1 was an avid reader of his poems in the pages of the
Ramdhenu ; and I heard that he belonged to distant Dergaon.
Was 1 so lucky to have him now as my colleague even when
[ had come to be a school master? Soon I got acquainted with
Phookan and became intimate with him. He was as I expected
him to be from my reading of his poems - shy, aloof, serious
and studious. 1 was greatly benefited from his company at this
stage. When he came to be the literary editor of the Navayug,
he gave me the much needed opportunity to write in that
magazine. Moreover, I had the fortune to share his joy as he

came to see his first anthology of poems in print in this period.

Another writer I met here was Tarun Bharali, one of
whose stories impressed me in my teenage. To meet Hiren
Sarma, a classical singer, was also a rare delight for me in
this period. Sarma was a true artist for whom sole delight
of life lay in music. He looked upon me almost as his younger
brother. I always sat beside him in the Teachers’ Common
Room, for Nilmani Phookan was a young man of very sweet
manners with a love for study and learning, and by Durlavananda
Rajkhowa, a reader of books with an overserious intent and
a man with an ideal set higher up.

Besides these teachers whom I liked and respected, I loved
to meet there Hemanta Deka, an endless source of fun
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and humour, and Manoranjan Das in his never failing smile.
I have also not forgotten till to-day Ajit Mistra with his
interesting sarcasm, Abani Bhatta always in his confidence and
Afzal Hussain with his smiling works trickling down his beards

constantly. Haridev Goswami was all sympathy and kindness
to me.

Amongst the peons, Dinabandhu always charmed me with
his simplicity and sincerity as well as with his interest in drawing
and verse-writing. He would never fail in his duty and would
always give a personal touch to what he did for us on our
asking. Before his simplicity, the world itself seemed to be quite
simple. He would draw pictures of flowers like lotuses and
roses and birds like cranes on the black-board of the Common
room before the arrival of teachers and would move away out
of shyness as the teachers would start arriving and commenting.

Alternatively, he would write selfcomposed verses on the board
and then behave in the same way.

My first Principal in the School was Harinath Sarma who,
with his honesty and amiability, drew love and respect from
all teachers and students. The second Principal for me was
Mahendranath Gohain. We had already heard a lot about his
knowledge of English and Sanskrit and his fastidious nature
in case of grammar usage. We heard that he corrected English
even of the teachers in their leave applications. This frightened
quite a few teachers before the joining of this eminent teacher
who had retired from Government service then. But as he
joined, I found him very considerate and understanding. Very

often he grumbled in his private conversation with me in
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the Principal’s room over the falling standard of education
in the country, especially of English teaching and learning.
But the myth that prevailed about him before his joining,
seemed to be without any reality. On the other hand, I found
him struggling hard to improve himself even in that late stage
of his life. One day, for example, he was found reading in
his room the simple poem, The Miller of the Dee with an
Oxford Atlas and a volume of encyclopaedia beside him. He
looked grim and seemed to be absorbed in a serious problem.
He explained to me that, according to the encyclopaedia, there
were three river Dees in Britain, but the atlas showed only
two, one in Scotland and the other in England and he did
not know which river was referred to by the poet. Moreover,
King Hal means King Henry, alright. But which Henry ? I
or 11 or VII or VIII 7 It was then that I understood the kind
of man he was- the kind of man that is so very rare amongst
us- the Assamese. If there were many teachers like him in
Assam the Assamese milieu would have been quite different.

After serving for two years in Arya Vidyapeeth Higher
Secondary and Multipurpose School, I had gone away for post
oraduate studies towards the end of 1963. And as | came out
of the University after two years, I could join Giridhar Sarma’s
Arya Vidyapeeth College easily in August 1965, first as a Tutor
in English and then immediately on the announcement of
the result, as a lecturer. It was clear this time that Principal
Sarma was glad to have me in his staff. This gave me the
confidence in myself as a teacher. Principal Sarma’s confidence

in me as teacher was confirmed four years later when in 1968,
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I left his College with his eyes dim and voice choked, as mine,
too, were. 1 have never been able to forget this parting day

just as I have never forgotten my first meeting with him.

My four years in Arya Vidyapeeth College were once
again a bright, sunny patch of my life. The then teaching staff
of the English Department especially made it so. Professor
Manoranjan Dey, the Head of the Department was found to
be one of the finest and most perfect gentlemen. Always soft-
spoken sympathetic and loving, Professor Dey was never found
by me running out of patience or losing his steadiness. B.L.
Srivastava was the next man in the Department in whose
company we allayed the tiredness and boredom of teaching.
His humorous comments and gossips often made us roar into
laughter, tempting perhaps the waiting students outside to step
in and share our joy. Uday Dutta was the next man whom
I met earlier in the School for a year. Dutta had been my
intimate friend since our High School days. Meeting him in
the same Department as a colleague was an additional attraction
of the college for me. Sailen Bharali, another member of the
Department, was always an amused listener to our conversations
and an intelligent and effective retorter. So was Emdad Ullah
with his low tone but deep interest in his colleagues. Ganesh
Das, our voungest colleague kept the Department lively with
his dash and energy and shifting interests.

Qutside the Department, Nilmani Phookan and Dinesh
Raroowa were once again met by me as colleagues in the college.

Phookan remained as friendly, sympathetic and encouraging
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to me as before. As I joined Arya Vidyapeeth College, 1 joined
it with one of my most intimate friends, Kamini Mohan Deka.
During these days, in the college and out of it, I was in constant
company of Kamini Deka and Uday Dutta. And for this, my
work in the college turned out to be no work but play. One
of Kamini Deka’s colleagues in the political Science Department
was Tilottama Raychaudhuri who was very friendly with Deka
and me. Many an after noon was spent by us in her house
over tea and many items of delicacies which she served with

a shining smile. Alas! she is no more with us to-day!

In the Assamese Department of the College, I had the
fortune to meet, Nalinidhar Bhattacharyya, the poet
Bhattacharyya’s eagerness to read and to know, and his humility
at the same time, impressed me most. Durgeswar Sarma with
his rollicking fun and humour was another attraction for me
in the college. When he was in happy company with Radha
Sarma of the same department, it was really a feast for the
gods. And as the two bicycled along the Rehabari roads which
were not till then as busy as they are to-day, it was a sight
to see. Nagen Thakuria of the Department of Economics was
another friend with whom I sat often and talked intimately.

In the Science Departments, Pankaj Dutta of Botany was
a mixing type with whom [ spent some time occasionally.
Shivnath Barman came to join later in the Physics Department.
Prabin Sarma of the Chemistry Department and Devananda
Saikia of the Mathematics Department were two very impor-
tant names in Arya Vidyapeeth College then. Both of them
were very hard working, sincere and efficient for which
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Principal Giridhar Sarma always liked them and entrusted them
with various works in the office. It may be said that Giridhar

Sarma had two right hands in the persons of Prabin Sarma
and Devananda Saikia.

The Head Assistant, Das of the College was an important
man. Because of Giridhar Sarrna’s unfailing energy and endless
ambition, the college was so fast expanding that even an eager
Government could not cope with it in giving aids and subsidies.
As such, payment of our monthly salaries were regularly irregular.
In the first week, Principal Sarma was always enigmatic to our
queries about the possible date of payment. Hopeful of getting
a clearer answer, we used to approach Das. Das’s face, on such
occasions, wore a smile. But it was the smile of an Egyptian
sphinx and it brought us nowhere, thus speaking volume for

Giridhar Sarma’s unique ability to pick up the right man for
the right place.

A decade and a half after my departure from this famous
institute of Assam hand-made by Giridhar Sarma, his very life-
blood indeed, do 1 regret my voluntary exit? I must not, even
though those years of my life, came out to be not only a stepping

stone, but also one of the happiest periods of my life- my
salad days.
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THE GOLDEN HUE
Dr. M. R. Dey,

(1) 1 consider myself fortmate that after eighteen years of
retirement from service at Arya Vidyapeeth College,  am here to
share the Joy, excitment and enthusiasm aroused by its Golden
Jubilee celebration. It is a good occasion for me to ruminate, to
reflect, to rejoice.

(2) The Institution, to my mind, came into being as a dream
child of-Principal Giridhar Sarma. A man of vigorous industry,
exceptional organizing ability and keen farsightedness. Sarma Dev
was essentially a dreamer, dreaming of an integrated centre of
learning which should provide for instructions in three disciplines,
namely, Arts, Science and Commerce, to the pupils from the
school to the Post-graduate level under one and the same
Managing Committee, effecting a synthesis of Indianness and
Westernness in the life and living of the members of the Aryan
family. Was he really a dreamer? Well, who else but a dreamer
could have thought of raising an M. E. School and setting
up the College as a sister wing in the same year, and that too
on tract of land a greater part of which was still the habitat
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of serpents and frogs and around which would prevail a dreadful
silence at sunser? The whole area, in those days, had a curious
rural look with a house here, another there but no shop, no tea-
stall. For a cup of tea one had to go all the way walking down to
Nepali Mandir.

(3) Non availability of fund, non - availabity of teachers were the
tWo major constraints confronted by Arya Vidyapeeth College in
its nascent stape. But all such impediments soon gave way to the
ceaseless efforts and tenacity of the Master Builder Sarma Dev. By
personal contact he persuaded some of us to join his College. One
Sunday morning I was surprised to see him at my residence. He
insisted that I should join his English department which till then
had no whole timer without which the University authority would
not accord affiliation to the college. He also made a commitment
that he would provide me with some special monetary benefit.
There was a dearth of candidates in English in the late fifties and
early sixties of the last century, for Gauhati University was producing
just five or six M. As in English a year. I submitted my joining
report to Principal Sarma, and at his instance the Governing Body
of the College, headed by the late Mahendra Mohan Choudhury,
granted me an advance increment by way of incentive. Another
day Sarma Dev told me Prof. Dey, don't leave my college for money.
It necessary, I shall move from door to door with the begging bowl.
Again by personal contact he persuaded half a dozen donors, mostly
contractors residing in the Rehabari area, to make generous
donations to the College fund. The Guru Nanak Auditorium of
the college, the rooms in the Arts Block with the douors' names
inscribed, bear ample testimony to this fact. In less than five
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years the college, which had its start with 46 students and in a
part of the school building, consisting of 4 or 5 rooms, each
measuring not more than 16' x16', created a sensation in the
academic world of the state. We saw every year a number of
villagers coming to the College with their wards for admission
and heard them speaking of it as 'Giridhar Sarma College'. Two
names - Arya Vidyapeeth and Giridhar Sarma - were synonymous
for them.

All of us who joined the college in the initial stage were
young and enthusiastic, each doing or trying tc do his best to
keep up the good name the college had earned under the
stewardship of its founder. Sometimes, however, we were put to
shame by his sense of discipline and orderliness and puncruality.
Whether we came or not, the dreamer would be at his desk in a
small partitioned room, browsing over the U.G.C and State
Government circulars on grants, preparing the blueprints for
extension of rooms and halls, incorporating new classes in the
time -table such as Guided Studies, Tutorial, Seminar etc., drafting
letters for financial assistance to the authority concerned and so
on. Occasionally he would be on rounds to be sure that the classes
were being held according to the schedule. Day in and day out
we saw the same sight. Once we stepped in to his chamber and
found him skipping over the pages and pictures of history books.
To our query he smiled and said that he was looking for a historical
model for the gate to be erected at the main entrance to Arya
Vidyapeeth. Such small incidents gave us an insight into the
working of his mind. Whatever it might be, his devotion, his
love for the Institution, his tenacity, his capacity to foster the
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Arya Vidyapeeth and
Giridhar Sarma in retrospect.

Dr. Prabin Chandra Sarma

Arya Vidyapeeth was synonymous with Giridhar Sarma
some fifty years ago. Giridhar Sarma was a great name in the
domains of education in Assam. He was attributed as a successful
teacher, educator and an academic administrator. Giridhar Sarma
conceived an idea that even in modern times education from the
Primary level to the Post Graduation Level and beyond can co-
exist under one administration. In academic parlance and on
similar occasions he revealed his mind and said that today’s India

needed noble people in abundance and it was possible by
cultivation only.

His concept of creating noble people in large number was
given a trial by proposing to form an academic complex Arya
Pathsalala- Arya Vidyapeeth H.S.S.M.P. School- Arya
Vidyapeeth College. Initially A.V.H.S. & M.P. School and A.V.
College started functioning under the some roof by sharing the

physical facilities of accommodation, teachers and a symbiotic
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process started. Even the management was more or less
the same except the control of Govt. and the University. Giridhar
Sarma was the main architect of building a noble academic
complex where noble minds would impart noble education to
cenerate noble souls to serve the noble causes of the state and
the nation to ennoble it. That complex was Arya Vidyapeeth - a
teaching-learning institution of the nobles. Everything moved
around Giridhar Sarma. Everyday new ideas poured in to make
it Sublime. The builders were busy in adding stones and bricks
to erect the monolith- the Magnum O-Pus. Unfortunately for
Assam many laudable ventures of great people could not endure
for long for contradiction and due to compulsions of static
regulations. Now A.V.H.S. & M.P. School and A.V. College
function in the same campus as two distinct entities. Giridhar
Sarma suffered a set back but it was not his defeat but a defeat of
a system. He was not at all discouraged, rather he was found very
up and doing to create a college where education worth the name
takes place.

[ did a small stint as a teacher of A.V.H.S. & M.PS. in
1960 for four months before the announcement of my M.Sc.
examination results. I left it to explore better fortune in college.
During this small span of time I tried to make a peep into the
ambitious project of Giridhar Sarma and thought for a while if [
could be of any use to his dream project I moved from institution
to institution in search of a conducive place of work. I came back
to A.V. College again in 1962 as a lecturer in Chemistry to see
what would happen in the next 15 years.

[ saw in Giridhar Sarma an indefatigable person. He had
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to work in the midst of a plethora of intangible problems.
One must have to realize in proper perspective the dimensions
and magnitude of the obstacles that may stand on the way of
building an institution of its kind as envisioned by Giridhar
Sarma. He knew it well that this stupendous task could be possible
only with the solid cooperation of a band of selfless and dedicated
workers indoctrinated to the philosophy enshrined in the project.
He spared no pains to make,it to the base.

He had an inimitable and pleasant personality. He could
make friends and followers easily. He could also convince a
commendable section of the society in which he used to live about
the need of an ideal academic institution which could cater to
and fulfill the aspirations of those students who were out of
bounds of the so called Schools and Colleges of repute. There is
little doubt that our education system has discriminated against
the potentialitiés of a vast majority of the students because of
incompetence of the teachers on the one hand and academic
programme on the other. Can the marks obtained in any kind of
examination alone determine the quality and effectiveness of
education? Should all the 3% Divisioners of examinations be rated
only as 3™ class citizens in the society? This has a strong
demoralizing effect on such students. It is in reality a fall out of
an incompatible educational programme and must undergo
reforms. Giridhar Sarma’s wisdom wanted to bring in a change
in outlook and planted a sapling with high hope.

In the fifties, sixties and seventies of the last century
there was a craze for degrees and even to-day the scenario has
not altered palpably. There was need also. The society and the
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academic community were swayed away to produce degree holders
in large numbers but failed to comprehend clearly what would
happen to those who failed to secure a job or those who failed to
obtain degrees. The Radha Krishnan Commission and other
reports of education commission of developed countries of the
world sounded a note of caution to plan education pragmatically.
The basic concept of establishment of AVHS & MP School was
in reality a step in that direction. DR. H.K. Bhuyan. S.C.
Rajkhowa, Dandeswar Gogoi, Uma Kanta Sarma, Dr. M.N.
Goswami, Rajani Kanta Sarma Dr. P.K. Choudhury and many
other leading educationists of that time reposed confidence on
Giridhar Sarma. They honestly thought that given the
cooperation, he might play a pioneering role of change. They
appreciated his plan of action and often admired his as a socio-

technocrat.

[t was an uphill task for him to translate his ideas of change
into action. He had to encounter many odds and at times
confounded with worse confusion. He had to be confronted and
baffled. He was steadfast and did never relent. He was
meticulously careful in preparing the blue print of the project
and could anticipate well in advance how to herald the tough
course.

He was most unassuming in his attitude and down to earth
but endowed with lofty ideas. Most of the time he was found to
be jovial and humorous. He appeared to be friendly and created
a deep impression on who-so-ever came into his contact. He could
command support from a large part of the society that there was
need for establishment of an ideal college it Serapbhati, infamous
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for antisocial activities even in broad daylight. He could impress
even a cartpuller to part with a plot of land for the college. He
could persuade a milk seller named Tulashi Goalini to donate
her savings to rear “a garden of children”. He could garner land
from the Govt. of Assam and from Abdul Hye and Talebuddin
Ahmed. He could obtain handsome donation from the Das
brothers of Rehabari (Padma-Gajendra). Some other donors viz
Amar Ghosh, Sitikantha Rai, Radha Bora, Achala Kanta Bhuya,
Sardar Sontokh Singh need mention for their timely help.
However it was not possible to get right cooperation from the
richest community of the city in an apprecizble manner. It is not
known to many how thankless it could be to go to the donors,
times without number, for very big causes also. Cease going only
when one is either refused or only a part of the promised amount
is sent through a messenger with a note not to disturb further.
The positive help and gesture of the Das brothers helped Giridhar
Sarma not to lose heart. Rai Mohan Sarkar, an illiterate contractor,
was found committed to a great cause. It appeared to be
unbelievable that the required accommodation and other facilities
were ready in such short time

Giridhar Sarma knew it well, a wise man of his stature
that the success or failures of an academic institution revolves
round the quality of teachers. Only the most committed and
the dedicated of them can really perform. He, therefore, tried
his utmost to appoint teachers of merit. Without casting any
aspersion against anybody it car however be said that
unintentional mistakes were made in some cases for which he

had to repent later. It is praiseworthy that at the very beginning
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a good number of gifted teachers of Cotton College rendered
their very useful services for a great cause. This was possible only
for Giridhar Sarma’s sincerity of purpose.

The courage and conviction of Giridhar Sarma was evident
when he introduced as many as eleven subjects in the Arts Stream
including a subject in Commerce in one go and only offer a lapse
of three years he proposed to introduce eleven disciplines in the
science Stream. It was a Herculean task to arrange for
accommodation, laboratories, equipments, furniture, teachers in
the respective departments, permission to start two streams in
such a short interval, Govt. concurrence, reserve fund etc. The
authorities that be were sure that Giridhar Sarma would never
retreat. He could do even a bigger miracle when the college was
affiliated in all the subjects and the students could appear in the
college centre as regular candidates. Till then the college used to
receive only a small amount of ad-hoc-grant and the entire burden
of finance was on the head of Sarma. At that period of time
Sarma was found not to part with a pocket diary and revenue
stamps to be pasted or hand notes of borrowed money. His face
glittered in brilliance of satisfaction to see at the stroke of 9 A.M.
that the college campus was in pin-drop-silence except the ardent
voice of the teachers. He moved with an intent alacrity all around.
Silence of a classroom prevailed everywhere. His guts were
acknowledged even by his worst detractors.

Arya Vidyapeeth College is one of the very few colleges of
Assam to be brought under deficitsystem of Grants-in-aid in two
streams in the shortest possible time. The most spectacular thing

in this regard was to present the statement of deficit particulars
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of the entire teaching and non-teaching staff as per Govt. and
University norms. It came as a great relief to Sarma as the financial
burden immediately decreased. This allowed him to think even

bigger. The employers were all happy for obvious reasons of service
and pay security.

Even today when I move down the memory lane and at
some poignant moments I recollect how difficult it could be to
conduct examinations of the college such as Terminal Test,
Annual etc in today’s conditions. The Heads of the departments
submitted manuscripts in most cases in illegible hands and that
too not in order. Many of them were rewritten or typed out
wherever possible and then Xeroxed under the strict supervision
of Sarma. The task was done by a group of three teachers.
Confidence was maintained scrupulously and no incidence of

cancellation of any examination occurred for leakage of questions.

He climbed stiff rocks up to comfortable height and kindled
in him the hope that the peak may not be a far distant place. He
scaled bigger heights by introducing Honours (Major) in most
cases. Teachers in general began to perform. The results of the
College proved that it was not inferior to any other college of

standing. He was found happy and began to be more active to
proceed toward the professed goal.

Giridhar Sarma was the spirit behind the establishment of
Arya Vidyapeeth. Arya means noble. It was sanctified by
performing a Yajna in the name of MahaVishnu, Havana was
performed to enlighten them and for blessings. Giridhar Sarma

was the founder Principal of the college while he was the Professor
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of Cotton College. University regulations demand a whole time
Principal of an affiliated college . Sarma was to take a very hard
decision of his life: either to be a Principal of a college with
uncertain future or to remain as professor of a Premier Govt.
College. He was true to his ideology and did not depart from the
Scene. Till the last day of his work he was everything in the college,

a great towering personality.

He was born poor but in the womb of a great mother whom
poverty could never cow down. His mother was an embodiment
of tolerance and was ever ready to face hardship. Her second son
Uma Kanta Sarma was also a worthy son of the state Giridhar
Sarma did his Matriculation examination from Chamata High
School (now higher secondary) in first Division but could not
enter into the portals of any college or University as he was
destined to bear family burdens. By dint of his perseverance,
tenacity and farsightedness she could also attain the cherished
goal. He was thorough, skillful, methodical, wise and adroit. He
was responsive and responsible to meet the need of the family
and the society. He was highly cultured and compassionate. He
was a brave soul. Starting his career as a Primary School teacher
he could accomplish all the qualifications of a reputed teacher of
the great Cotton College. He spared no opportunity to write books
of great value and there are many to his credit.

Releived of a great dilemma, Sarma was determined to build
up the institution of his dream. He thought over and over again
that a purposeful educational institution would always be more

important than any individual. He was almost sanguine of
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support of a group of teachers. He discussed with them and some
well meaning people of his choice what could be the right course
of action to make an ideal college for the best seat of learning. The
Kothari Commission Report appeared to have made an impacton
him. In the mean time the UGC started advocating restructuring
of higher education. The +2 stage was to be considered a terminal
stage for large part of the students to avoid wastage of human
resources. It introduced two schemes viz. COSIP-College Science
Improvement Programme and COHSIP - College Humanities and
Social Science Improvement Programme. [t was discussed a number
of times amongst the faculty members. He was very keen to
implement both the programmes. Close on the heels UGC
announced that the most deserving colleges across the country
would be given autonomous status (only academic autonomy) on
experimental basis. It was indeed a great opportunity for the college
to accept the challenge. Giridhar Sarma was very eager and he did
not like to miss the chance. He knew it well that autonomy was to
be earned by its programme of activities/ COSIP and COHSIP
programme might be the stepping Stones for doing something
spectacular. A part of the science teachers expressed willingness to
accept for the greater cause of the college but the Arts faculties
tithered for the inherent resistance for Change as the first cause
and unwillingness to devote for bigger volume of work without
salary improvement. There were teachers who blindly supported
the Principal. There was also a section of teachers to find fault.
The large majority of them remained non-commital. A humble
beginning was made for the COSIP at the insistence of the

Principal. Schemes were prepared, plan of action was drawn and
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the project papers were sent to the UGC for consideration. It
was a matter of joy for all that the project was accepted with a go
ahead advice pending final decision of the report of an expert
team of UGC. Meanwhile some dedicated teachers worked
overtime to make it a reality. Inventories were created, minimum
infrastructure was ready, works as per plan started with all
earnestness. Efficient COSIP functioning could have been the
beginning of conferring Autonomous status in science. This
would have to remodel the courses and curriculum in such a way
that the graduates coming out of it would no longer feel irrelevant.
This distinction could have been shared equally by the Principal,
Faculties and the alumni. There cannot be success like success.
But this dream was shattered the day on which Giridhar Sarma’s
service ended. The project was pushed into deep darkness of

oblivion because of ambivalence of the authorities.

Giridhar Sarma wanted to see it a complete College in all
respects. Academic buildings were constructed for classrooms,
laboratories, Library, Auditorium, Boys’ Common Room, Girls’
Common room. He had a plan to go vertically to introduce P.G.
Courses in a few subjects and for creating Centers of skill
development. He arranged for 8 Acres of prime land to
accommodate teaching and non-teaching staff and Hostels for
students. He established a Health Centre. He also arranged 3
Acres of land for College Play ground. He could utilize the UGC
plan and non-plan grants. The College was his life and did
everything possible for the College. In spite of this he had to face
humiliation and ignominy at the hands of a few blood thirsty

people, Vilification Campaign against him made the institution
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to lose heavily, otherwise the college today would have been
something else, I believe.

He could have died a happier death if he could have seen
that his unfinished works in no-way would be affected because of
change of guards. It did not happen. The UGC team came but
virtually on the penultimate day of his work. There was no
competent person(s) present in the meet for presentation of the
working scheme of COSIP as a mark of protest of a decision of
the college G.B. Sarma was mortified to witness the situation
and felt let down. He considered it to be a slur on the reputation
of the College of phenomenal growth. It would better he imagined
than explained how sad he was and how he could reconcile the
body blow. Thereafter no perceptible activities were taken up nor
for any matter Giridhar Sarma was ever consulted for future plan
of the College to make it an arch-model.

He was a highly accomplished man, a completely self-made
man. He had to come across a life of struggle and never expressed
his pent-up emotions to hurt the sentiments of others. He was
just like a Rishi and contented under all circumstances. He was
found to be affectionate to all his kith and kin. He did his best
for the society without anything in return, neither gratefulness
nor any reward. His services were also rendered to the Assam
Sahitya Sabha. He was elected as its President. He organized the
activities of the Sabha in the entire length and breadth of the
state. He did a commendable service to the organization of the

Assam College Principals Council. He was a great soul and Assam
could boast of him.
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I had occasion to see him very closely and tried to
understand him in several aspects of his life. I hope his soul must

be in the kindest lap of God.

A College is to see its organic growth. It is expected to
undergo changes and modifications in conformity with the need
of time. The results of the examinations alone of stereotyped
courses may not be considered useful for all time to come. The
olory of the college will be recognized only when its products
have been widely accepted for productive purposes. This College
holds a great future and great academic leadership may spring
from this College itself. I left the College on 1-08-1977 and its
programmes thereafter were not known to me in detail. [ hope
fervently that the Golden Jubilee of the College will bring laurels

to it.
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Sir - Through My eyes
Dilip Rasaily

Some days back, when I was requested to write an article
on Sir (Giridhar Sarma) by one of my college friends - Dr. (Mrs.)
Ruma Bordoloi- | was surprised, and excited not because | was
getting a chance to write the article but it was an opportunity
to show my respect and do a work of tribute to a great man
whom [ reverse from corner of my heart. But the next moment
[ was confused and didnot know what and how to write. It is
very difficult to write on a simple man like him. He was not the
kind of human being doing something uncommon and would
say, “Look this is my work and action you should follow me.”
He was miles and miles away from displaying his mighty actions
to the people around him. But he did great many things. He
did the dashing and hilarious things silently. One of the most
important actions he was always after was the transformation
of an ill reputed place named ‘Sarab-Bhatti’ to ‘Arya Nagar’
now. Yes, I call it a great action of transformation. His
action was not direct nor he needed any kind of poster and
banner to make the people of Sarab Bhatti realise and under
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stand the new things that were grooming in the mind of this

great man named Giridhar Sarma. But he always kept a very low
profile and never said, “I am so.”

In his great work, 1 believe, he wasnot alone. He had his
peers, his subordinates, his well-wishers and also his antagonists,
perhaps. I have heard people saying that AryavidyaPeeth School
and college were his brainchild (children). It was a humble
beginning like a tiny lilly that grew to an enormous oak now
the magnificent status of Arya Vidyapeeth College. 1 donot
think it would have been possible without his imagination zeal,
enthusiasm and his tireless working capabilities. In his project
and imagination of doing something great for the society, he
knew to select the right persons for working with him. Today,
right thinking people say he was truly a reformer, an education-

ist, an innovator and an epitome of every good thing blended
into one.

So far the command and administration that a Principal
has to adhere to in order to win the love, respect and also fear
from the students, Giridhar Sarma Sir and his concept would
be the best example. This human being (Sir) used to make
several rounds to the class every morning and afternoon. I
remember many incidents happening in the class rooms and
how Sir called the students in his office and motivated them
(including this writer). He used force as a last resort otherwise
his beautiful words and phrases of appreciation would do the
work. He knew each boy and girl, senior or junior, good or bad.
But he had love and sympathy for all. Let me tell you one truth
of this great man that he was very much concerned with his
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students which is rare to find these days although there may be

some one like him somewhere.

He was very wise and tactful in controlling the college.
Whenever he would go on tour or remain absent from the
college for two or three days consecutively, he would call the
senior boys (canteen group) to his office and tell them to control
the juniors. He would speak like a father to his children. And
the Senior boys would understand the message well that they
would not do anything in the college that could create a chaotic

situation. And no problem of any kind during his absence.

It was in 1971 (?) I was the cultural secretary. After doing
and completing the annual functions, all the boys wanted a
Bhoj. So we did it in canteen. There was music, dance and many
other things. The party was going on. It was around 10:30 pm,
the Principal came in his car (a white ambassador) but didn’t
enter the canteen. His driver came and asked for me. Next
moment, | was standing before him. He didn’t seem angry. I
had a bad time. He held me responsible for all that was hap-
pening at that time there. He didn’t ask me the name of the
boys nor he expressed his anger. But I saw him feeling deeply
hurt. He simply told me to see him next day with all the boys.
Next morning we went to his office but he told us to make a
line outside the corridor, Next moment we were under fire. He
made us realise that the things we did and created a commotion
was intolerable. He asked us what punishment we deserve. We
had no answer. But we saw him very sad. We requested him to
forgive us. And he did. But from the next moment till our last
day in college neither did we do the same sort of thing nor
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we allowed others to do.

He was a good motivator too. May be it was in 1970. And
Padma Baruah was Social Secretary. During this period, the land
adjacent to the college (Girls Hostel now) was a waste land full
of weeds and unwanted plants and grooming ground for the bad
guys. It was Sir, who took us there and motivated us to dig the
ground and latercabbage plantation began. Away went all the
bad things from the place. And after some years a hostel was
built. These were some of his actions that paved the way for

greatness of the college. Sir was great and a genius that no words
can describe him perfectly.

These are the few qualities, out of many, that I have shown
here. But this is not the end. Perhaps, there may be many
persons who knew this great man very closely.

In conclusion, I would say and imagine that could there
be anyone like him in this college to lead and take far away
making everyone proud and inflated to be an Aryan.
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