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itchehumting

ks & criminal

offence, where

SOME WOMEn ane

attacked violently,
forhared, assaulted mentally
and wverbally, and also kiled
in certain cases. Uneducated
befiats think that these wormen
have wnnatural @il power (Hack
miagic) through which they can
kil people mysterowsly, create
influence in the body and mind
of people, and bring about
famine or naiural disastars,

Thee reazons behind this nclude
& mals-dominatad hegemonistic
atfthade of people in remoie
villages with mo educational
backgrournd — who blame
waomen for evesnything bad that
ocours in the sumoundings,
personal fvalny, greed to grab
property forcefully and # or
fallure to engage In sexual
explottaion.

I Assam, witch-hunting s
mairly prevakent in 20 districts,
primeariby among different tribal
and mon-tribal communities,
acoording to a recent shudy:,
Due to inademquate healthcane
[acilities in remote villages, i
a porson falls il or dies, the
superstitious people, maknby due
for lack of proper education,
believe that it & the act of a
as witch or dami, who uses black
miagic to kill people. The male
ego of dominance, along with
patriarchal mindset | Iooks dewn:
PRI & WA,

In distant villages, due to the
lack of proper sanitation and
healtheare system, peopla,
upan being il rush to offes or
deochans, on whom they have
bilired falth due to different tantric
practices. For example, when

An unfair world

Banning the practice of witch-hunting is the need of the hour.

]

| even got severe life
threats, but | have
dedicated the mission of
my life for others,” said
Birubala Rabha.

an gtha was unable to cure a lady's
husband, who was suffering from
cancer, then it was atiributed to her
witcheraft by one of their closest
relatives. Bad harvest or sometimes
conspiracy by close relatives to
grab property or land by branding
widous as “black magic women' are
ako some of the factors.

As per available reports from
the State Government, 107
people became victims of witch-
hunting between 2011 and 319,
The highest number of witch-
hunting deaths was repored from
Kiokrajhar, Chirang and Udalguri
districts of Bodoland Terriiorial
Area Districts (BTAD). Two people

became victims of mindless
viodence by a mob in Rahimpur
district In Harbl Anglong on the
night of September 30, 2020,
on the judgement of a kangaroo
couwt that these two people
were witches who have brousht
calamities to the village.

In India, batwesn 2002 and
2016, a total of 2,290 pecple
became victims of witch-hunting,

WomeT], according to &
MNational Crime Records Bureau
{MNCRB) report. The hothed of
‘witch-hurtting’ s Jharkhand,
where about 1,000 people have
been murdered in the last 22

years.

Birubala Rabha, whe was
herself a wictim of witch-humtng,
decidad o fight against the
existent aminows spstem and

started campaigning against it

from 1996 anwards, Her sincere.

brave efforis were antagonized
by the local villagers in every
possible way to stop her, b

a resohute Hirubala rescued 50
women from the dutches of the
ominous forces. Here started
her greater |ourney to eradicate
the menace totally and, finalky,
‘Mission Birubala' was munched
in 2012 Till date, the missicn
has arcimd 1,000 members,

TS o

and around 200 cases ol wilch-
hunting have been prevented. “|
even got severe (e threats, but
| have dedicated the mission of
my lie for others,” said Birnsbala
Babha

Rabha's efions prompted the
Aszsam | egislative Assembhy 1o
pass ‘The Assam Witch-Hurding
[Prevention and Protaction) Act,
2015°, which finally got the
President's approval in 2015,
This Act prescribes a parsan wha
identifies, calls, stigmatises any
other person as witch or abets
any such acts will be subjected to
a prison term up to seven years
with a fine of un to fuve akhs.
lf znyoma lills & person affey
brznding himy'her as 2 witch,
then punishment will be given in
accordance with Section 202 of
the Indian Penal Code, 1860,

i & parson cormmits suicide for
baing branded a= a witch. tha
purishment may be extended

o life imprisonment with &
masimum fine of five Bk rupess.

The contribution ol another
person behind this legislaton
is farmer DGP of Kokrajhas,
Kuladhar Sathia, wha launched
‘Project Prahar’ which gave stress
on special campalgning against
the heinows crime af witch-
hunting as an addifional part of
riormal poficing. The Assamess
feature fitm Aei Maatite, released
im 2017 and directed by Dr,
Sitanath Lahkar, provides a vvid
picture of this ominous social
problerm.

Gireater social mowsemient
against the menace, sringent
imiplementation of witch-huriting
act, better healthcare, spreading
sciertific educaion by various
MGOs in remaote wiiages, along
with stress om ‘gender equatity’,
may be some of the possible toods
to sop the menace.



